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EDITOR'S PLAY•BY•PLAY

Whew! I can finally relax! Just kidding, but I am finally able to not 
dream at night about numbers, data, and charts. 

I began developing the Trends Report in November of last year. 
I started by developing questions, looking at previous data, making 
my office a big math problem, and more. However, the report really 
kicked off upon returning from the 2021 holiday season. Right after 
walking into my office, I noticed I had left a previous magazine open 
to another trends report. Immediately, I took a deep breath and began 
scheduling everything out via email to send to my team. 

This year, I am proud to announce that we had the highest number 
of participants in recent years, providing us with insights from every 
corner of the youth, amateur, and lesser-known professional sports 
industries. Therefore, the data contained in this magazine is highly 
accurate. When reading the report, I want you to think back on the 
years 2019-2021 as a book series. 2019 is the first novel, 2020 is the 
sequel, 2021 is the third book, and now 2022 is the fourth. I request 
this of you all because comparison is key when it comes to the trends 
and data this year. You will notice that I not only compared the data 
to 2021, but 2020 and 2019 as well. Also, take notice of our numbers 
in comparison with pre-pandemic numbers as that is the ideal “place” 
to be at upon return from the pandemic. I also decided to include 
what I like to call, “The Scoreboard” into the Trends Report. This 
section will cover some of the top tournaments featuring record 
breaking numbers from the past year. 

This issue will also see the announcement of our Advisory Board’s 
return. To see who my eyes, ears, and refs will be when it comes to the 
upcoming two years, turn to the next few pages. 

Included in this issue as well is a Game Plan piece discussing 
marketing trends and how to tailor a trend to a specific age 
demographic—something that is becoming increasingly important as 
Generation Z is now entering the social media landscape as athletes, 
and Millennials entering the marketing scope upon becoming parents 
of youth athletes. 

In addition to the Trends Report and the Game Plan, check out the 
End Zone featuring Birmingham, Ala., spectacular sports lineup for 
this year including the 2022 World Games. 

As always, please feel free to email me your press releases, 
information, and more! We would love to feature you all! 

This Trends Report would not have been possible to complete 
without you. I want each one of you to take this report and add it to 
your list of accomplishments! n

Numbers, Data, and Trends 
Reports: OH MY! 

Managing Editor
summer@sportseventsmediagroup.com



WORLD-CLASS
SPORTING EVENTS PLAY BETTER IN ATLANTIC CITY

The Atlantic City Sports Commission will 
source the ideal space or venue for any 
sporting event. Whether on the water 
or by it, Atlantic City’s world-famous 
Boardwalk and beaches are the perfect 
place to play and stay. With 15+ 
athletic venues, over 17,500+ 
hotel rooms, 486,000 square 
foot convention center and more, 
events held in Atlantic City are 
right at home.

For more information, contact Daniel Gallagher at 
609-515-0211 or email dgallagher@meetac.com  

AtlanticCitySports.org
#PlayACSports
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Comparison is Key When Identifying Trends
This past year, the sports industry’s main goal was not 
rebounding, but looking at past year’s data and comparing when 
it came to rebuilding. While some say comparison is the main 
thief of joy, when it comes to sporting events and gatherings, 
comparison should make all of us ecstatic. 
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54 Birmingham Adds 2022 World Games to Resume 
The greater Birmingham area has long been keen on hosting 
sporting events. Currently, Birmingham is gearing up to host 
the 2022 World Games which will bring in a large number of 
athletes, spectators, and revenue. 
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Championship Amenities
Paul Sheehan, STS 

Sports Development Manager

Paul@VisitWinstonSalem.com

336-728-4215

Championship Facilities
• State-of-the-art 123,000-square-foot RISE Indoor 

Sports Complex

• Truist Sports Park: 13 full-size fields, including 

f

• JDL Fast Track: Indoor facility with 200-meter  

Mondotrack, 1,700 bleacher seats

• Truist Stadium: Home to minor league baseball 

team, The Dash, 5,500 stadium-style seats

• Championship level baseball, basketball, cycling, 

tennis, track and field, and volleyball complexes

• Flexible 60,000-square-foot Winston-Salem  

Annex and Fairgrounds Complex

Contact:

• Conveniently and centrally  

located in North Carolina

• Over 5,000 hotel rooms

• Designated a Runner Friendly   

Community by the Road Runners   

Club of America

•
downtown Benton Convention  

Cen

• Over 100 restaurants and shops  

downtown

• One of Forbes' Top 10 Best  

Downtowns

Look Forward,
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Founder & CEO, Huddle Up GroupJon Schmieder

Meet theMeet the  
TEAM!TEAM!

SportsEvents magazine is pleased to introduce the members of our 
2022-2024 Editorial Advisory Board (EAB). The board is comprised of 

individuals from all facets of the youth and amateur sports industry. They 
are our eyes and ears to the latest news, events, and help us ensure our 

content is timely and topical. Welcome to the SportsEvents team!
 

Jon Schmieder is the founder and CEO 
of the Huddle Up Group. Formed in 
2012, the Huddle Up Group is a sports 
tourism consulting company made 
up of experienced award-winning 
executives. Our team has a successful 

history of leading non-profit sports 
organizations through strategic 
growth and increased community 
collaboration. We have experience 
in building cohesive organizations 
and external relationships while 
collaborating with volunteer boards, 
donors, elected officials, hospitality 
community leaders, and various 
corporate partners. The Huddle Up 
Group was selected as the winner 
of the 2017 NASC Superior Service 
Award, the highest honor a consulting 
firm can earn from the National 
Association of Sports Commissions.

Jon has 26 years of direct experience 
in the sports tourism industry having 
held senior leadership roles with three 
different sports commissions–Tulsa, 
Denver, and Phoenix. Schmieder 
brings a wealth of experience in sports 
tourism and economic development 
having also served in lead staff 
positions for the Senior Olympic 
Games and Pop Warner Football 

and Cheerleading. Schmieder twice 
served as chairman of the National 
Association of Sports Commissions 
(NASC, now dba Sports ETA) and 
was on the organization’s executive 
committee for six years. While 
Schmieder served as the president  
of the Phoenix Regional Sports 
Commission, the NASC chose the 
organization as the 2012 Large Market 
Sports Commission of the Year.

Schmieder was named the 2012 
CEO of the Year by the Phoenix 
Chapter of the Organization of Non-
Profit Executives. In 2016, Connect 
Sports honored Schmieder as an 
industry "game changer."

He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
marketing from the University of 
Arizona. He also holds a master’s 
degree in higher education leadership 
from Northern Arizona University.

Unique Fact: Schmieder is one  
of only three, two-time chairmen of  
the NASC.

t SPECIAL Feature
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Co-Founder and CEO, Lasso SafePamela Minix

Wayne B. Moss was appointed as 
executive director, National Council 
on Youth Sports (NCYS) on July 
1, 2018. NCYS members comprise 
many of the leading organizations in 

the amateur youth sports industry. 
NCYS is well-known for its advocacy 
in promoting the importance and 
benefits of youth sports.

NCYS member organizations 
comprise many of the leading 
organizations in the amateur 
youth sports industry. The NCYS 
membership serves 60 million 
youth registered in organized sports 
programs. NCYS’ mission is to unite 
and lead communities to realize the 
positive power of youth sports.

Moss served as senior director, 
sports, fitness, and recreation for Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) 
for 15 years. He was a subject matter 
expert on sports, recreation, and 
health and wellness issues around 
youth and was based at BGCA’s 
national headquarters in Atlanta. 
Moss was responsible for a range 
of programs at BGCA supported by 
partners including The Coca Cola 

Company, Anthem Foundation, 
Buffalo Wild Wings, Nestle, PGA of 
America, Major League Baseball, and 
the National Football League.

Moss joined BGCA as director 
of program planning in June 2003. 
He was responsible for a variety of 
program planning and assessment 
efforts. He was promoted to his 
previous position in April 2005. 
Before joining BGCA, Moss served 
as the director for the Cleveland 
(Ohio) and DeKalb County Georgia 
Recreation Divisions. His experience 
also includes front office capacities 
with the Detroit Lions and the 
Baltimore Orioles. Moss has also 
served as chairman of the United 
States Olympic Committee’s Multi-
Sport Organization Council. He holds 
a Master’s in sports administration 
and facility management from 
Ohio University and a Bachelor’s in 
journalism from Howard University.

Before founding Lasso Safe in 
2010, Pamela Minix of San Diego, 
Calif., led a championship  team of 
Olympians, sport researchers, and 
industry leaders, to find out better 
ways to protect and serve athletes in 
our industry. 

As a result, Lasso Safe is the sum of 
12 years of global research, formatted 
as a metrics-based rating system and 
unifying platform. Under the Lasso Safe 
Certification, sport communities prosper 
by strategically advancing athlete safety 
and performance, media and branding, 
customer retention, community and 
industry relations, safety policies and 
procedures, information and records, 
new customer relations, and reducing 
incident risks. Lasso Safe offers support 
to sport communities and their leaders 
who share its ethos, healthy athletes  
in a safe environment equals a strong 
sport economy. 

Minix also authored Beyond 
Exercise which is a biomechanics-
based story telling of athletic 

performance, ran a boutique sport 
center, founded a youth therapy farm, 
coached Olympians and hopefuls 
throughout three countries, and 
served as an athletic consultant for 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

Currently, Minix travels through the 
U.S. and Canada speaking on behalf 
of athlete safety and wellbeing. She 
also sits on the board of the Lunas 
Tsoros Ranch—a youth trauma non-
profit that employs outdoor activities 
as therapeutic modalities—as the lead 
policy writer. 

Minix resides in Naples, Fla. with 
her family. When she is not traveling 
for work, Minix enjoys paddle boarding, 
swimming, or volunteering for local 
food drives.  

Executive Director, National Council on Youth Sports (NCYS)Wayne B. Moss

tSPECIAL Feature
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Executive Director, Snohomish County Sports CommissionTammy Dunn, STS

Tammy Dunn currently serves as the 
executive director for Snohomish 
County Sports Commission where she 
has been a team member since January 
2014. Before serving as the executive 
director, Dunn served as the sports 
development manager and sports 
development director for Snohomish 

County until she took on her current 
role in January 2019. 

Dunn is also a member of the National 
Association of Sports Commissions,(NASC) 

When she is not executing a sporting 
event, you can find Dunn reading, 
volunteering, or serving as the president 
elect for Rotary International.  

Senior Vice President of Sales, Visit Lake Charles Eric Zartler, TMP, CDME

Eric Zartler has been with the team 
at Visit Lake Charles since 2008 and 
has worked his way up to being a 
well-known name in the youth and 
amateur sports industry. 

Zartler first started off as the senior 
sales manager for athletics until 2014 
when he became sales director. After 
another promotion in 2022, he became 
the official senior vice president of sales. 

As part of Visit Lake Charles, 
Zartler is also a member of Team 
Louisiana, a sports tourism 
organization designed to help 
bring sporting events to Louisiana. 
According to Team Louisiana, 
whether the sport is baseball, softball, 
basketball, gymnastics, soccer, 
cheerleading, or golf, Lake Charles/
Southwest Louisiana has facilities 
located near a variety of hotels, 

attractions, and restaurants with 
delicious cuisine second to none. 

The seasoned professionals at  
the Lake Charles Convention & 
Visitors Bureau are ready to help with 
everything from site selection to media 
coverage to practice fields. While in 
town, travelers can experience the 
natural wonders of the Creole Nature 
Trail All-American Road with a 
kickoff stop at Creole Nature Trail 
Adventure Point. Take a taste of the 
Southwest Louisiana Boudin Trail, 
enjoy the area’s fairs and festivals,  
and experience a healthy dose of 
Southern hospitality. 

CEO, National Senior Games Association Marc T. Riker

Marc T. Riker serves as the chief 
executive officer for the National 
Senior Games Association (NSGA). 
He joined the team in 2011 as the 
Director of National Games and 
was responsible for the successful 

execution of the NSGA’s premier 
event, the National Senior Games. 

He currently is the leader of the 
NSGA staff. He is also responsible for 
working closely with the current and 
future hosts of The Games. Before 
joining the NSGA, Riker was the 
executive director of the Alabama Sports 
Festival for 10 years. The Alabama 
Sports Festival conducts an annual 
multi-sport Olympic style competition 
for the residents of all ages. 

Riker has also served as a volunteer 
during the 1996 Paralympic and 
Olympic Games. Plus, he has 
attended the 2000, 2002, 2004, and 
2012 Olympics. Additional career 
experiences involved serving as a 

YMCA aquatic director and head swim 
coach for 10 years. Riker’s numerous 
professional affiliations show a true 
commitment to the health, education, 
and wellness of athletes of all ages. 

His professional honors and 
accomplishments continue to show this 
dedication and excellence in a life of 
sports. These include achieving Eagle 
Scout and receiving the American 
Swim Coaches Association Award of 
Excellence and the United States Sports 
Academy Outstanding Alumnus of the 
Year. Riker has a bachelor’s degree in 
business logistics from Pennsylvania 
State University and a master’s degree 
in sports management from the United 
States Sports Academy.

t SPECIAL Feature
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COMPARISON  
IS  KEY WHEN 

IDENTIFYING TRENDS
BY SUMMER ABSTON
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T his past year, the sports 
industry’s main goal was 
not rebounding, but looking 
at past year’s data and 

comparing when it came to rebuilding. 
While some say comparison is the main 
thief of joy, when it comes to sporting 
events and gatherings, comparison 
should make all of us ecstatic. 

In the 2021 Trends Report, survey 
responders estimated it would take 
anywhere from two to five years to fully 
recover from the pandemic. However, in 
this year’s survey, multiple responders 
say they were currently seeing recovery 
happen before their own eyes—a drastic 
change from the five-year expectation 
just one year prior. 

While current industry numbers 
are not as low as 2020 or 2021, the 
2022 numbers are set up to rival 2019 
numbers. Currently, more than 4000 
events have been held this year in its first 
quarter, which is more than the total of 
events that were held in the first quarter 
of 2021. 

An anonymous taker of SportsEvents’ 
host destinations survey says, “we 
expect to achieve over 120 percent of 
last year’s figure.” Another responder 
added in that, “the General Situation of 
International Sports Industry Experts 
predict that our industry will become 
one of the four major industries in the 
world in the 21st century, with an average 
annual growth rate of 20 percent.” 

While this pertains to all sports, keep 
in mind that this will trickle down into 
the youth, amateur, and lesser-known 
professional sports industry as well. 

Tammy Dunn, the executive 
director of Snohomish County Sports 
Commission in Washington says when 
it comes to her CVB, “the number of 
events we will be hosting in 2022 will be 
a little more than 2021 and 2019.” 

While only time will tell, our 
industry’s numbers are certainly on the 
rise in comparison to last year. 

Over 88 percent of survey responders 
says, “we have been hosting events 
throughout the year, and our next event 
will be in April and/or May.” 

Eighty-eight percent of sports events 
planners that were surveyed also says 

COVID-19 was still directly contributing 
to their numbers in 2021. Since this 
year’s report is all about comparison, last 
year, most respondents say they were 
planning their next event for mid-2021 or 
even early 2022. When it comes to 2022’s 
data, only around 75 percent of planners 
claim COVID-19 as a direct contributor 
to their numbers. While it is only a 
difference of 13 percent, it is important 
to remember that we are still in the first 
quarter of 2022, so rollover numbers and 
data can be expected. 

Even though we are well on our way to 
reaching previous numbers, since multiple 

high schools and teams across the nation 
ceased all sporting events for two years 
straight, many athletes unfortunately quit. 
Since these athletes quit, when it comes to 
college athletics and recruiting, numbers 
are hitting an all time low. While the 
athletes being recruited are still advanced, 
the level of intensity has dwindled thanks 
to less conditioning upon return to the 
field. Since conditioning is a big part of 
any athletic program, we can expect to 
see less intense games well into the future  
to keep athletes safe—which should 
always be a number one priority across 
the industry. 

69.2%

61.5%

57.7%

38.5%

42.3%

42.3%

11.5%

We Asked Destinations: Which social media platforms do you 
use to communicate with planners or rights holders?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
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Twitter

LinkedIn

YouTube
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Blog

tSPECIAL Feature

We Asked Planners: How 
important are CVBs or 
Sports Commissions to 
your event planning 
business?

Very  
Important

56.3%
Important

43.8%

Not Important  0%
 I Do Not Use CVBs  0% 
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GO FOR THE GOLD
I N  L I N C O L N,  N E B R A S K A

You were meant to be here.
This moment is yours.

L INCOLN.ORG/SPORTSEVENTS21

Pamela Minix, co-founder and CEO 
of Lasso Safe, a certification program 
used by facilities to measure athlete 
safety when it comes reducing emotional, 
physical, and sexual abuse says, “these 
next few years will show a growth in 
youth sports that we have never seen 
before. Strongly driven by the NCAA 
endorsement rules, college athletes have 
joined the professional’s industry, which 
trickles down to high school athletes 

now poised as college students were last 
year. This is going to bring an influx of 
marketing and scouting to youth sports 
like we have never seen before—driving 
parent-spending and league recognition 
to new heights too.”

Even though events were put on hold 
in 2020 and 2021, we are seeing events 
come back at a rapid rate. Thanks to 
new technology from a partnership with 
Sports ETA and EventConnect, those in 

the industry can see in real time what 
sporting events have occurred to date in 
each state. Some states like Texas have 
held nearly 400 events this year, while 
other states like South Carolina have 
only held around 40. 

But why such a drastic difference? 
For starters, even though these 

numbers are so far apart, the country 
as a whole shows an increase in the 
frequency of events. 

Jon Schmieder, founder and CEO of 
Huddle Up Group (HUG), says, “recovery 
from the pandemic is happening now 
around us.” 

Schmieder’s statement goes hand 
in hand with levels of uncertainty 
decreasing. Since there has been little 
to no spike in COVID numbers in the 
last month, while we cannot predict 
the future, we can estimate and hope 
for these levels to keep lowering. For 
further proof, while many events 
were postponed at the last minute 
in 2021, this year we are seeing less 
cancellations signaling a return to 
being somewhat normal. 

It also boils down to certain states 
having stricter COVID-19 guidelines 
than others. For example, most 
Southern states have not had a mask 
mandate since early 2021, while most 
Northern and West Coast states are still 
under a mandate or are under a high 
recommendation to wear a face covering 
when entering crowded spaces. 

While mask mandates may be 
different from state to state, 50 percent 
of all survey respondents says they were 
still requiring masks at all events. Other 
common protective measures include 
temperature checks, social distancing, 
exposure quarantining, hosting only 
outdoor events, participation restriction, 
in-house training of officials/volunteers, 
and setting up hand sanitizer stations 
across the venue. 

Even though there were a high 
number of respondents that are still 
abiding by COVID-19 protocol, nearly 
10 percent of planners says they were 
not abiding by any at all. Whether the 
number is due to personal beliefs or 
informed decision making, in 2021, 100 
percent of planners were implementing 
precautions in their events. 

t SPECIAL Feature
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The Huddle Up Group empowers organizations to identify events or facilities that align with their destination and organization's 
assets, using the Scout tool to deliver efficient "match-making." 
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GSOBsports.com | 866-813-5795

Our team is ready to hit the sand running to help 
make your sporting event a success. Whether 

you’re rescheduling a postponed event or planning 
for future events, we welcome you with open arms. 

Our beaches, fields and coastal community have 
missed you. We’ve missed you. Contact us today 
to schedule a site visit, reschedule or plan a new 

event.
GSOBsports.com   |   866-813-5795
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Hybrid Events Are Here to Stay
Hybrid options could also be a 
reason why some planners are not 
implementing guidelines. Over 43 
percent of participants stated they had 
included a hybrid evet in their 2021 
repertoire, and out of those 43 percent, 
86 percent will continue to host hybrid 
events in 2022. As a whole, 100 percent 
of planners are interested in hosting a 
hybrid event this year or next. While 71 
percent say hosting a hybrid event directly 
affected their participation numbers in 
2021, hybrid event platforms such as 
Socio, Cvent, and LiveBarn could very 
well be a main reason for the change. 

While some events can not be a 
hybrid event—unless you get creative—
there are plenty that can. For example, 
Disney Princess Half Marathon officials 
have recently said they were planning to 
stay hybrid well into 2023. All types of 
running events can stay a hybrid staple 
and may even pave the way for more 
events to go this route. Other events that 
could easily be hybrid are spelling bees, 
dance competitions, cheer competitions, 
karate, weightlifting, cycling, climbing, 
gymnastics, and skateboarding. All 

events would simply require participants 
to send in a video to be judged before 
moving onto a state, regional, or 
national event in person. 

Destinations are also hosting 
online event tours. Over 84 percent of 
destination survey respondents says 
their location now offers a virtual tour 
and site visit. In 2021’s report, only 41 
percent of destinations offered a virtual 
visit. There are multiple reasons for a 
virtual event tour including: COVID-
19 precautions, lower cost, easier to 
plan, and more. Planners should not 
be discouraged, however, as building a 
relationship with a destination does not 
have to suffer due to a virtual tour. Some 
virtual tours can even be set up to have a 
face-to-face meeting afterwards and can 
save time by only revisiting venues and 
sites you may be interested in for your 
next event. 

Sustainability Methods Increase  
After Pandemic 
This year’s trends report also saw a very 
interesting fact; sustainability methods 
are now one of the most important 
things when choosing a host destination. 

In last year’s report, sustainability was 
voted on as important, but only a few 
methods were implemented. This year, 
93 percent of planners says they are 
more likely to choose a destination/
venue if it is more sustainable than the 
other options. While sustainability has 
always been present in venues, due to 
the pandemic, levels have increased.  
In the survey for host destinations,  
68 percent of respondents says they are 
now using only locally sourced and/
or grown food and beverage options at 
their venues. Other popular methods 
of sustainability include getting GBAC 
STAR Facility Accreditation (measuring 
facilities’ ability to prepare for, respond 
to, and recover from infectious disease 
outbreaks and biohazard situations), 
using Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) methods, utilizing renewable 
energy sources, and reducing/eliminating 
food waste. 

Last year, the only methods host 
destination respondents says they were 
using included only the GBAC STAR 
Facility Accreditation and alternative 
lighting methods such as LED lighting 
panels or solar based lighting. 

Perform Temperature Checks

Exposure Quarantining

Social Distancing

Require Facemasks

Only Outdoor Events

Indoor Events With Protocols

Participation Restrictions

Officials/Volunteer Training

Following State/Federal/ 
Local Guidelines

Other

None
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What is GBAC? 
GBAC STAR Facility Accreditation
GBAC STAR is the cleaning industry’s only outbreak prevention, 
response, and recovery accreditation for facilities. This 
accreditation means that a facility has:
•  Established and maintained a cleaning, disinfection, and 

infectious disease prevention program to minimize risks 
associated with infectious agents

•  The proper cleaning protocols, disinfection techniques,  
and work practices in place to combat biohazards and 
infectious disease

•  Highly informed cleaning professionals who are trained for 
outbreak and infectious disease preparation and response

What is the program like?
GBAC STAR is performance-based and designed to help 
facilities establish a comprehensive system of cleaning, 
disinfection, and infectious disease prevention for their 
staff and their building. The program relies on GBAC’s 
comprehensive training, which teaches the proper protocols, 
correct disinfection techniques, and cleaning best practices 
for biohazard situations.

Successful GBAC STAR facilities can demonstrate that 
correct work practices, procedures, and systems are in place to 
prepare, respond, and recover from outbreaks and pandemics.

What is the application process for the  
GBAC STAR Facility Accreditation program?
GBAC STAR is a performance-based program. GBAC offers 
tools and documentation to assist facilities in developing 
the competencies, procedures, and protocols that meet 
accreditation requirements as needed. Those interested 
should review GBAC’s readiness assessment checklist and 
recommendations for a successful accreditation before 
starting an online application. The application completion 
process will depend on the size and complexity of the 
organization. GBAC STAR Facility Accreditation is an annual 
accreditation with a reaccreditation process commencing 
each year.

Who determines accreditation?
The Accreditation Council is the accrediting body of the 
program, and the council determines the status of all GBAC 
STAR facilities. Volunteers are appointed to serve in roles 
related to the accreditation process.

Patricia (Patty) Olinger, JM, RBP
Certified Forensic Operator,  
Certified Bio-Forensic Restoration Specialist®

Patty Olinger is the executive 
director for GBAC. Prior to joining 
GBAC, Olinger was an assistant vice 
president in the Office of Research 
Administration and the executive 

director of the Environmental, Health and Safety Office (EHSO) 
at Emory University. During Olinger’s 13-year tenure, EHSO had 
university-wide responsibility for all aspects of environmental, 
health, and safety support, including EHS compliance support 
to Emory Healthcare. This included biosafety support to the 
Emory Serious Communicable Diseases Unit (SCDU), which 
cared for four Ebola patients in 2014.

Dr. Gavin Macgregor-Skinner 
BVSc, MSc, MPH, MRCVS
Certified Forensic Operator,  
Certified Bio-Forensic Restoration Specialist®

Dr. Gavin Macgregor-Skinner, senior 
director of GBAC, has more than 
25 years of technical experience 
in emergency management and 

infectious disease surveillance and response. A veteran of both 
the Australian and British militaries, Dr. Macgregor-Skinner 
has worked with U.S. and international governments, United 
Nations agencies, and the private sector. He currently serves 
as an assistant professor in the Department of Public Health 
Sciences at Penn State College of Medicine. Dr. Macgregor-
Skinner has appeared on a variety of national and international 
news outlets to share his expertise on high consequence 
pathogens such as coronavirus, Ebola, influenza, and Zika.

Utilizing the Important 
One stellar standout when it comes to 
comparison was the percentage of planners 
who use a CVB or sports commission. 

Last year, only around 70 percent of 
respondents says using a CVB or sports 
commission was either very important 
or important, with the other 30 percent 
stating they were either not important 
or did not use one. 

This year, 100 percent of planners 
believe utilizing a CVB is important or 
very important to their planning structure. 

CVBs and sports commissions offer 
insights on the surrounding areas, making 
the added value of a tournament increase. 
Since many tournaments are expanding 
dates and are even moving towards a multi-
weekend outline instead of cramming all 
games into a few days, down time at any 
event is now expected instead of rare. 
Utilizing CVBs and commissions can 
not only help by telling attendees what 
restaurants are close or what there is to 
do, they can also include incentives in 
the town for athletes and attendees. Some 

incentives this previous year included  
15 percent off a meal at a local restaurant, 
10 percent off at a local museum, and  
10 percent off at several local boutiques. 

In addition to incentives, host 
destination respondents shared several 
ways of making their tournaments one 
to remember. One respondent says they, 
“created a Snapchat filter for a particular 
event and also opened up an attraction 
exclusively for a group/tournament.” 

Incorporating a “special something” 
for each tournament seemed to be a 

t SPECIAL Feature
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main theme this year. Other responders 
says they, “hosted an opening ceremony 
for nearly all of their tournaments this 
year to make the athletes feel special and 
excited about sports again.” 

Host destinations are also extending 
their safety measures—and not just 
when it comes to germs. 

When it comes to athlete safety, 100 
percent of planners said it played a 
large role as to why they pick a certain 
destination over another destination. 
Recently, several destination/facility 
programs have been created to protect 
athletes when it comes to physical/mental 
abuse, overworking, eating disorders, 
and more. 

Since several cases of athlete abuse have 
been recently highlighted in the media, 
planners and destinations are now working 
together to prevent another situation like 
the ones discussed nationwide. Programs 
such as Lasso Safe work with destinations 
and their facilities to educate them on the 
signs of athlete abuse, and what to do in 
case of suspicions it is occurring. 

Spreading the Word Changing  
in 2022 
Certain data for websites and partnership 
reach have changed drastically. Gone are 
the days of Twitter being number two 
behind Facebook as relationship building 
methods prove to reign. 

Social media, paid advertising, and 
conferences are the top three ways 
planners and destinations claim to work 
best. When it comes to social media, 
LinkedIn with 30 percent, Facebook 
with 20 percent, and YouTube with 
15 percent were voted on as the top 
methods of communication. 

Twitter and Instagram, which have both 
been a top method in previous reports, 
have now dropped to the lowest success 
rate alongside Pinterest at 11.5 percent. 

So, what does this tell us about the 
future? Social media is ever-changing. 
Just 10 years ago in 2012, Instagram 
had barely just started. Pinterest had 
only been available for around two 
years, and Facebook was in the middle 
of changing user interfaces which made 
a lot of people delete their accounts. 

While we can utilize this information 
for the time being, keep an eye out for 

future trends reports, and any other 
social media apps that may arise. 
Staying on top of marketing trends 
are also a big deal. Now that TikTok 
has taken the world by storm, some 
destinations and planners have created 
accounts to market their events. TikTok 
challenges—which are mainly dances 
or short videos—have also been 
implemented by media managers during 
the event’s duration. The video with the 
greatest number of likes will win a prize 
at the end of competition, or even a 
pizza party for their entire team. 

Another main media takeaway 
is millennial marketing. Now that 
millennials are becoming parents, it 

is crucial to change ongoing social 
media strategies to inform them about 
tournaments. 

Studies show that millennials are mostly 
on Facebook and Instagram, so having a 
strong and algorithm friendly marketing 
strategy is key. Promoting giveaways and 
posting frequently are just two of many 
ways that can spread the word about an 
event and make the algorithm show all of 
your posts. The more views your post or 
page get, the more posts will be shown 
to people. However, stay away from 
phrases such as like, follow, and share. 
This commonly used phrase notifies the 
algorithm and will push it further down 
the line. 

tSPECIAL Feature

Facilities are arising at a rapid rate creating the need for more sports tournaments.

Pickleball numbers are expected to rise even more in 2022 and 2023.
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Looking Ahead 
As stated earlier, our industry is 
predicted to grow 120 percent this year 
from pandemic numbers and continue 
to grow before becoming a top four 
industry worldwide. 

Based on her research and experience, 
Dunn mentions how “more event 
organizers are seeking destinations for 
their future sports events. These sports 
events are mainly for the summer and 
fall seasons for 2022, 2023, and 2024. 
We have been seeing more event RFPs 
from various sports event organizers 
over the last couple of months, which 
is a good sign that event organizers are 
planning ahead again.” 

When it comes to other facets of 
sports, what are other things we can look 
forward too, or keep an eye out for? 

New facilities are arriving at a rapid 
rate. With more facilities comes the 
need for more tournaments. Schmieder 
mentions that “facility expansion rates and 
developments are at an all-time high.” 

Gone are the days of one new facility 
per quarter, now, it is per month, or 
even per week. Organizations and 
private donors are committed to our 
industry, but it is ultimately up to us 
to raise the numbers. Branching out of 

“normal tournament territory” will do 
the trick. This brings back the need for 
CVBs and sports commissions. When 
branding out and planning an event for 
the first time in a new area, make sure to 
form a good relationship with the staff, 
as it could be pivotal to the success of 
the event. 

Another anonymous survey responder 
says that race and gender equality in our 
industry will be extremely important 
moving forward. 

They write, “we need to keep the 
focus on addressing the effects of racism 
and white supremacy in our industry and 
at our events. We need to bring more 
people of color into our industry. Also, 
how can we make our events safer for 
BIPOC, LGBTQIA+, and other people 
from marginalized communities?” 

It is up to us to make this industry a 
safe place for all with no discrimination. 
Youth and amateur sports are there to be 
an outlet for all, not an outlet for some. 
Due to the lack of industry advocacy for 
these individuals, people who believe 
they are being treated less than equal are 
expected to drop out of sports altogether. 

Another statement written in the 
report was, “the anti-Trans bills 
around the country and the lack of 

industry advocacy against them are 
very concerning. We’re a LGBTQIA+ 
friendly sport and these bills have 
a direct impact of the safety of our 
participants at events.” 

Again, it is vital to protect all athletes 
in this industry. 

In other news, destinations and planners 
are looking to team up to bring “not-so-
common” sports to new areas for the first 
time. Several destinations and planners 
noted they are bringing sports such as 
quidditch, badminton, Esports, fencing, 
dodgeball, cornhole, roller derby, and 
pickleball to their venues for the first 
time in 2022. These events will not only 
increase the popularity of the sport but 
will also grow numbers moving forward. 
Several destinations also say they are 
hosting more basketball tournaments than 
ever this year. Basketball tournaments 
such as HoopSeen’s Best of the South 
and the recent record-breaking Minnesota 
youth tournament have inspired many 
planners and facilities to increase the 
number of events. 

Also adding to tournament and event 
growth is the fact that more teams and 
families are willing to travel to sports 
tournaments and stay for a few days—
increasing the number of participants 
and teams in each tournament. 

Sporting events that were also 
postponed in 2020 and 2021 are also 
making their grand return. The Lake 
Stevens Regatta and the TriMonroe 
Triathlon both in Washington are two 
out of hundreds of events that will be 
met with applause upon return. 

All in all, we can expect industry 
numbers to be closer in comparison to 
2019’s numbers than 2020’s and 2021’s 
signaling a triumphant return after two 
years “in-the-hole.” If we keep pushing 
and moving forward, in 2023 our 
industry could possibly eclipse 2019’s 
numbers. This is a very exciting time 
for the industry, and everyone should 
be proud of the work they have been/
are doing to make 2022 the best it 
can be for all sports players, fans, and 
workers nationwide. While comparison 
is not always a good idea, it is vital 
in remembering where we were, what 
happened to us, and what continues to 
lie ahead of us. n
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In quidditch, a player must catch the golden snitch pictured above to win the game.  



Myrtle Beach has top-flight sports facilities and 
something better than a trophy – beautiful beaches 
full of endless fun. Teams and families can do it all, with 
amusement park attractions, over 50 mini golf courses 
and 1,800 restaurants to fuel the fun. Connect with us 
to bring your game to The Beach. 

MyrtleBeachSports.com

EVERYONE COMES OUT
ON TOP AT

60 MILES OF NONSTOP ACTION

Scan and plan today.  
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This year, our industry has shown that it can grow back not only stronger, but better, as  
we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. To showcase the extraordinary abilities of our 
industry, let’s look back at some numbers from the previous year. 

Show Me the Numbers!Show Me the Numbers!
BY SUMMER ABSTON

SPRING LAKE PARK, Minn. — 578 3rd-8th grade 
girls’ community-based travel basketball teams from 
across the state of Minnesota descended on nine host 
locations across the Twin Cities for the 31st annual 
MYAS Grade State Basketball Championships. This 
tournament took place March 5-6 with 497 3rd-6th 
grade boys’ teams, and March 12-13, with 381 7th-8th 
grade boys’ teams competing.   This event has become 
the largest youth basketball tournament in the state 
of Minnesota and one of the largest in the nation, 

Minnesota Hosts Largest Youth Basketball Tournament in the Nation

with 1456 teams competing for the opportunity to call 
themselves state champions. 

“With all the challenges over the past few years in 
just getting the kids on the court, the Minnesota Youth 
Athletic Services is prouder than ever to partner with our 
communities on what we hope will be one of our greatest 
Grade State Basketball Championships,” said Dawson Blanck, 
Executive Director of the MYAS. “We feel that our focus on 
sportsmanship and support for our game officials is perfectly 
timed to give a positive boost to youth sports in Minnesota.” 

SPORTS Reportst
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SNOHOMISH 
COUNTY, Wash. 
— Sports tourism 
rebounded in 2021 
after sports events 
canceled in 2020 due 
to the pandemic. 
Snohomish County 

Sports Commission is delighted to see the return of sports events 
in 2021 providing an optimistic outlook for 2022. Snohomish 
County hosted 110 sports events which generated $14.3 million 
in visitor direct spending and generated approximately 11,900 
room nights.  The success of having sports events return has 
been a great win for the economic recovery and quality of life 
in Snohomish County. These 110 sports events brought close to 

75,000 people to Snohomish County. Snohomish County Sports 
Commission worked with many local sports organizations to 
help bring back their annual tournaments. The annual sports 
tournaments which returned were Harvey Cup Boys Lacrosse, 
Ice Fest Skating Competition, NSA of Washington Fastpitch 
tournaments, Snohomish Bigfoot Soccer Tournament, Cascade 
Cup Girls Lacrosse, and Spartan Race Trifecta, to name a few of 
the events.

“The rebound in sports events in 2021 showcases Snohomish 
County as a premier sports destination” states Tammy Dunn, 
Snohomish County Sports Commission Executive Director. “Our 
partnerships with the local sports organizations, community and 
venues provided an opportunity for us to host sports events again. 
We are excited about the number of sports events that are lined 
up for 2022.”

Snohomish County Sports Tourism Rebounds in 2021

ERIE, Pa. — The 28th Annual Sarah Backstrom Memorial Girls 
Hockey Tournament scheduled February 18th saw 70 girls’ 
hockey teams from across the country compete. The event 
began on Friday, Feb. 18 and ran through Monday, Feb. 21, 
with games played at six locations: ERIEBANK Sports Park, 
the Flo Fabrizio Ice Center, THE Meadville Area Recreational 
Center, Mercyhurst Ice Center, Erie Insurance Arena and 
Northwest Arena in Jamestown, N. York.

The event honors the memory of Sarah Backstrom, a former 
Erie Lady Lion hockey player who died of leukemia in 1999. The 

tournament has since become one of the longest-running girls’ 
hockey tournaments in the U.S. and Canada. The 2022 tournament 
was among the largest Backstrom tournaments ever hosted.

“It’s really an honor to host a tournament with such 
longevity,” said Jason Fowler, owner of Lake Effect Hockey. 
“Girl’s hockey is growing, and that will be on full display 
this weekend with talented teams from all over the country 
competing. We have multiple top 20 teams attending from each 
division, so the competition is going to be the best we have seen 
in many years.” 

Seventy Teams Compete in Erie for Annual Girls Hockey Tournament

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — If the West Michigan Sports 
Commission (WMSC) viewed the business of sports tourism in 
2021 in terms of wins and losses, it would chalk up the year as a 
win for West Michigan. Not surprisingly, the economic impact of 
sports tourism increased significantly in every metric over 2020 
when the pandemic scratched many scheduled tournaments, but 
it also slightly surpassed some pre-pandemic figures of 2019. The 
WMSC generated $55.49 million for the region in direct visitor 
spending in 2021 through 100 sporting events hosted in West 
Michigan – a 309 percent increase from 2020 ($13.5 million) and 
a 1 percent increase from 2019 ($54.9 million) in direct visitor 

spending. It also saw a 122 percent increase in events from 2020 
(45) and a 1 percent increase from 2019 at 99.

“Last year was an important rebuilding year for youth and 
amateur sporting events in West Michigan, as we rebooked 
canceled tournaments and added others to the roster,” said Mike 
Guswiler, president of the West Michigan Sports Commission. 
“As expected, we fared far better than in 2020 when most large 
gatherings were canceled or modified to eliminate spectators – but 
we also returned to pre-pandemic levels of sports tourism in many 
areas. This proves the resiliency of sports tourism and how it is one 
of the first sectors of tourism to return to pre-pandemic levels.”

West Michigan Sports Tourism Generates Over $55 Million In Direct Spending

HARTFORD, Conn. — Over 5700 youth volleyball players 
on 521 teams from across the northeast competed at the 
Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford for the Smack New 
England Volleyball Tournament. The tournament took place on 
January 8-9, January 15-17, and January 22-23.

Officials said the event featured over 1000 athletes each 
weekend out of the 521 teams in total competing for a prize in 
each age and division. 

“This year, we expanded the tournament to three weekends,” 
explains Roxann Link, Junior Commissioner of the New England 
Region Volleyball Association, Inc. (NERVA). “It is an exciting 
spectator event where families come to cheer on their volleyball-
playing daughters and sons. Since the Northeast has one of the largest 
concentrations of Collegiate Division II and Division III schools 
in the nation with lots of NAIA schools here as well, we had many 
college recruiting coordinators to come and scout the athletes.”  

Five Hundred Twenty-One Teams Compete in New England Volleyball Tournament

tSPORTS Report
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ROCKFORD, Mich. — After a downturn due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, it was a busy 2021 season of baseball and softball at 
Rockford’s Meijer Sports Complex.

As reported by mlive.com, the West Michigan Sports 
Commission (WMSC), which owns and operates the complex, 
said 684 teams consisting of 8892 players participated in 25 
tournaments from April to this month.

WSMC president Mike Guswiler called this past season  
a “terrific” one, noting they had 25 events with a 50 percent 
travel ratio.

 Some of the other highlights of the reason reported include:
•  Travel teams comprised 50 percent of all teams playing in the 

2021 season (342 out of 684), an increase from 27 percent (124 

out of 462) in 2020. Teams came from Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Kentucky, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, and Ontario. 
The number of hotel rooms booked jumped 145 percent from 
2433 in 2020 to 5973 this year.

•  Direct visitor spending increased 134 percent to $5.6 million in 
2020, only eight percent below 2019 levels.

•  Meijer Sports Complex hosted two national USA Softball 
tournaments, the USA Softball Men’s Open East Fast Pitch 
National Championship on August 27 to 29, and USA 
Softball Men’s Slow Pitch Class D National Championship 
on September 3 to 5. Collectively, these events hosted 372 
participants and 600 spectators who booked 300 hotel rooms 
and contributed $500,000 in estimated direct spending. 

Cobb County, Ga. Set to Host Largest National Football Showcase in 2022

COBB COUNTY, Ga. —
Cobb County is set to host 
The SHOW by NextGen, 
a national youth football 
showcase, in late June 
2022. Established in 2014 

by Brent and Brennan Williams, both NFL alumni, NextGen 
seeks to change the lives of athletes by identifying elite football 
players and creating opportunities for them to receive college 
scholarship offers. More than 8,000 Division 1 scholarships have 
been offered to NextGen Camp alumni. 

The SHOW is the nation’s largest youth football showcase 
event and the only showcase event covered by all major football 
recruiting companies including 247 Sports, ESPN, NCSA, Rivals, 
Sports Illustrated Recruiting, The UC Report, Youth1, and more. 
During The SHOW, athletes compete in front of the nation’s top 

college recruiting and scouting services. NextGen has hosted The 
SHOW since 2015, and 2022 will be the second time the event 
has been held in Georgia.

The 2022 event is scheduled for June 22 through June 26 at Franklin 
Gateway and will feature athletes from 12 other regional NextGen 
showcases. The 2021 event featured 800 athletes from 46 states and 
four countries, with more than 3,000 spectators in attendance.

“Sports continues to be a powerhouse for Cobb’s tourism 
industry, especially youth sports,” said Rachel Rogers, Director 
of Sports Sales & Engagement at Cobb Travel & Tourism and 
the Cobb Sports Alliance. “Events like The SHOW by NextGen 
not only place Cobb County in the national spotlight but 
also bring athletes and their families into our community to 
experience what makes it unique. We are proud that an event 
with such tremendous youth impact has chosen Cobb for the 
2022 showcase.”  

Sand Mountain Park in Alabama Brings in $14.2 Million Within Eight Months

ALBERTVILLE, Ala. — 
Sand Mountain Park 
& Amphitheater in 
Albertville, Ala. has 
had a great year. After 
opening last spring in 
early April, the total 
economic impact for 
the surrounding areas 
thanks to the park has 
been reported at  
$14.2 million.

General Manager Patrick O’Brien says that “an estimated 
750,000 people came and visited our park last year from opening 
until the late fall. That number does not include playground 
visitors, outdoor walking trail, outdoor basketball courts, and 

outdoor volleyball court visitors as well. Even though the park 
has already hosted a variety of events including eight concerts, 
40 sports tournaments, proms, markets for local vendors, the 
City of Albertville Chamber Banquet, and the ARPA state 
championship events in swimming, basketball, and flag football, 
we are not limited as to what we can do.” 

However, now Sand Mountain is in the big leagues. The park 
also hosted a softball game between Jacksonville State University 
and The University of Alabama on March 30th.

We also “won the bid to host the Alabama High School 
Athletic Association’s East Regional high school softball 
tournament in May, which is a three-year event contract from 
2022 to 2024 and will draw 50+ teams,” says O’Brien. “We will 
also host world series events in youth baseball and softball, as 
well as baseball and softball showcases. All in all, we hope to host 
around 25 of those tournaments each year.”

Baseball and Softball Have a Home Run 2021 Season at Meijer Sports Complex

SPORTS Reportt



PlayPanamaCityBeach.com

Give your tournament the ultimate game plan – the new world-class, 
160-acre Panama City Beach Sports Complex. Nowhere else combines 
sugar-white beaches and turquoise waters with the Southeast’s best 
state-of-the-art facilities. Which explains why when the game’s over, 
the fun is just getting started.
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or contact Chris O’Brien, Director of Sports 
Marketing & Special Events, at 850.233.5070
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Rocky Top Sports World Welcomes Nearly 136,000 Attendees, Posts $47 million Economic Impact

GATLINBURG, Tenn. — In 
its seventh year of operation, 
Rocky Top Sports World 
welcomed more than 135,700 
athletes, spectators, families, 
and friends to Gatlinburg. 
The award-winning complex 
contributed $46.9 million  
in economic impact during 
the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

“Rocky Top Sports World has surpassed all the expectations since 
its campus opened in Gatlinburg in 2014. The leap into sports tourism 
has proven to be a vital factor in Gatlinburg’s economic growth over 
the past seven years,” Gatlinburg Mayor Mike Werner said.

The venue hosted more than 90 events onsite where 25 
weekends involved both indoor and outdoor events taking place 

ATLANTA, Ga. — Atlanta welcomed HoopSeen’s 2021 Best of 
the South boys’ basketball tournament to Georgia World Congress 
Center (GWCC) July 8-11, becoming the largest NCAA-certified 
boys’ event ever run under one roof. During the competition, 517 
teams combined to play in more than 1400 games across 38 courts 
in the center of Downtown’s convention and entertainment district.

The Georgia World Congress Center hosted 517 teams totaling 
over 5000 athletes in the Best of the South basketball tournament 
earlier this month.

“As a lifelong native of Atlanta, it’s a thrill to bring basketball 
teams and college recruiters from around the nation to our city. 
Atlanta is an ideal location for running one of the largest travel 
basketball events in the country,” said Mike Eddy, president of 
HoopSeen. “The ease of travel to Atlanta, both regionally and 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Marking the largest event to date hosted at 
the Orange County Convention Center (OCCC), the Amateur 
Athletic Union’s (AAU) 48th AAU Junior National Volleyball 
Championships welcomed more than 135,000 attendees across 
two weeks, from June 18-29, 2021, creating an estimated economic 
impact of $173.3 million for the region. Over 135,000 attendees 
were present over the two-week-long event. 

“We appreciate the strong partnership between the Amateur 
Athletic Union and the Orange County Convention Center,” said 
OCCC Executive Director Mark Tester. “Our trusted relationship  
and our many years of collaboration has enhanced this event to 
become the largest volleyball tournament in the world. We are proud 
to be the premier destination for the AAU to host its events safely.”

For nearly 20 years, the esteemed volleyball tournament has 
been coming to The Center of Hospitality to host their sporting 
events safely and successfully for players, chaperones, and  
coaches from around the world.

This year, the massive 12-day volleyball event implemented 
a series of modified health protocols to ensure the safety of all 

simultaneously. The venue more than doubled bookings  
on weekdays compared to last year, coming in at 21 total 
weekday events.

“The City of Gatlinburg is extremely pleased with the 
performance of Rocky Top Sports World since 2014,” 
Gatlinburg city manager Cindy Cameron Ogle said. “The 
continued economic impact of the facility fulfills the vision 
of what Gatlinburg and Sevier County thought Rocky Top 
Sports World would mean to our community. The City offers 
our thanks to the staff for helping make the facility one of the 
nation’s most attractive venues for travel sports.”

Notable year seven achievements include being selected  
as the All-Star Multipurpose Sports Venue and the All-Star 
Indoor Sports Venue by SportsEvents Media Group. The 2021 
awards mark the fifth year the venue has earned a Readers’ 
Choice Award.

Record-Breaking NCAA-Certified Basketball Tournament Brings Over 500 Teams to Atlanta

nationally, the hotel inventory and a tremendous venue in 
Georgia World Congress Center all help to ensure a great 
experience for our teams, parents and coaches.”

With more than 5000 athletes participating, GWCC offered 
an ideal venue as it sits within walking distance of 12,500 hotel 
rooms, restaurants, and world-class attractions. Best of the 
South will return to Atlanta in 2022 and 2023.

“Atlanta provides the total package for families traveling 
here for sports competitions with so many amenities within 
close proximity of Georgia World Congress Center,” said 
William Pate, president and CEO, Atlanta Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. “These guests provided a boost to our 
economy throughout the first half of the year, and we look 
forward to continuing to welcome them for years to come.”

Orange County Convention Center Hosts 135,000 Attendees 
During Two-Week Volleyball Championships

attendees. Facemasks were encouraged, no handshakes or gift 
exchanges took place between teams, spectators, coaches, and 
athletes were encouraged to socially distance, courts were spaced 
apart to increase walkways and the event spread across both 
OCCC buildings – the North-South and the West.

“We are pleased to have been able to yet again offer the 
opportunity to let athletes do what they really want to do, and 
that’s to play,” said Jennings “Rusty” Buchanan, President/
CEO of the AAU.  “The 2021 AAU Junior National Volleyball 
Championships at the Orange County Convention Center 
welcomed our biggest numbers to date, positively impacting not 
only the AAU organization but also the Central Florida area as 
well. Hosting such a large event successfully would not be possible 
without the dedication, commitment, and tireless efforts of the 
Orange County Convention Center team.”

As the largest event nationally in the convention industry since 
the pandemic, the AAU Junior National Volleyball Championships 
is a testament to how the live events industry has returned stronger 
than ever and how the OCCC is doing Business Better than Usual. 

SPORTS Reportt
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EVERGREEN PARK
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Coming early or staying late? Check out these sights in Savannah you will not want to miss! 

Riverview Downtown 
Check out the lights of the quaint Southern town 
behind you and the lights off the riverboats in front of 
you when you check out the river at night. Since it will 

be warm, feel the balmy breeze and relax. 

The Westin 
Even though this is the host hotel, make sure 
to check out all of its surroundings. There, 
you will find Southern down-home charm. 21

Be sure to bring an extra suitcase or bag so cramming does not happen.
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Want a location that will really leave them cheering? 
The Wildwoods Convention Center, located right on the beach at the Jersey shore, has it all. 
The Wildwoods Convention Center is an affordable modern, multi-purpose facility equipped 
to accommodate groups numbering anywhere from 100 to 10,000 with arena bleacher 
seating for over 5,000 guests – and it offers lots of meeting and pre-function space. In 
short, it’s perfect for cheer, pom and dance competitions, wrestling, soccer, basketball, 
volleyball, gymnastics and more, with plenty of additional space for educational, training 
and safety sessions for coaches, plus room for expos – all of which can help boost your 
revenue stream.

To schedule your next meeting or event,
800-992-9732 | WildwoodsCC.com

YOUTH SPORTS ARE A STAR!

Forsyth Park Fountain
According to Visit Savannah, 
“the beautiful Forsyth Park 
fountain is one of Savannah‘s 

most well-known icons. Located on the 
north end of the park, the fountain is 
one of the most photographed places 
in Savannah. Because of the fountain’s 
beauty and romantic aura, it is often 
the site of proposals, engagement photo 
shoots, and weddings.” After all, it was 
built in 1858 and is still as stunning as 
ever with greenery and Spanish moss 
draped over it. 

3

River Street
Savannah’s waterfront River 
Street is one of the most iconic 
streets in the South. Smell fresh 

candy being made at River Sweet Streets 
Candy Store, get an adult beverage at the 
Warehouse or Wet Willie’s, or check out 
fresh honey and honey products at the 
Savannah Bee Company. 

4

Haunted Tour
Savannah is known for being 
one of the most haunted places 
in America. Are you into ghost 

hunting, or are you a skeptic? Whichever 
way you lean, taking a haunted tour 
in Savannah is one of the top items on 
many bucket lists around the world. 

5

Downtown Greenery
Check out the 
lush green streets 
of Savannah 

when you visit downtown. 
Instantly, you will feel like a 
piece of New York is in the 
South thanks to the stone 
apartment buildings that 
have been taken over by ivy. 

6
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Up Your Marketing Game 
with Tips from the Pros

Q uality photos, narrative 
storytelling, and engaging 
videos are keys to a 
successful sports marketing 

strategy heading into 2022, according to 
several tourism experts. 

Getting fans in the bleachers is goal 
number one, and to complete the task, 
a marketing plan which encourages 
visitors to stay in the region and enjoy 
local attractions is crucial. 

“It’s incredibly important and why 
we spend about one-third of our time 
working on our marketing plan and 
activations,” said Rob Wells, executive 
director of the Savannah Sports Council 
in Georgia. 

Even though two of the events they 
run-the Enmarket Savannah Bridge 
Run and the Savannah Hockey Classic-

are more than 20 years old, the Sports 
Council still spends an “incredible 
amount of time and resources toward 
each of their marketing plans,” Wells 
said. Savannah also supports the Publix 
Savannah Women’s Half & 5K. 

For events the Savannah Sports 
Council organizes and manages, the 
team focuses on digital media channels 
with most efforts put toward Facebook, 
Instagram, and email marketing.

“For both of our races, we try to post 
no less than three times per week,” Wells 
said. “The goal for emails is to average 
one broadcast every 10 days per event.” 

Wells also suggests to, “consider 
spending a considerable amount of 
budget on sponsored and boosted posts. 
We use those options for price increases 
and other high conversion times.” 

A small amount of their budget 
is also allocated towards local radio, 
highway billboards, and the Council’s 
ambassador program where bloggers can 
like and follow the official event page, 
make frequent mentions/retweets, and 
write posts promoting the event. 

Regarding media influencers and 
bloggers, Wells says, “it’s paramount to 
ensure a marketing strategy reflects your 
diverse audience.”

This way of thinking is also needed 
when it comes to collateral materials 
for marketing usage. “From the start, 
we have been very intentional with 
photo selection to ensure that we are 
celebrating our diverse community of 
runners,” Wells said. 

While changes to Facebook’s privacy 
settings have made it more complex 

Savannah Sports Council relies on  
social media and sponsorship to get  
out word of its events, like the Savannah 
Bridge Run which has drawn thousands  
of participants since starting in 1991. 
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to target specific audiences, it’s still 
possible. Wells mentions how the council 
also tries to focus more efforts on 
posts to engage and uplift the 
community rather than specific 
calls to action.

Samantha Cole, associate director of 
public relations for the Valley Forge 
Tourism & Convention Board, said for 
events relying on spectators to generate 
revenue, quality marketing is critical  
for success.

“This is what sets our destination 
apart from others when it comes to 
hosting events here in Valley Forge & 
Montgomery County, Pa.,” Cole said. 
“We have a professional marketing team 
on staff ready to assist incoming groups 
with promotion across a variety of 
platforms, and we have a history of success 
in obtaining coverage for incoming events 
to help drive attendance.”

The Valley Force Tourism & Convention 
Board assists events by sharing details on 
social media, through press releases, and 
by using digital welcome billboards on 
the area’s major interstate.

“We find success in creating short-
form video content created specifically 
for social media,” Cole said. “We also 
welcome the tournament attendees on 
our social media pages and share things 
to do while they’re in town.”

 Shores & Islands Ohio is also trending 
toward using more videos with digital ads 
and social media to tell its story. “Videos 
are quick and engaging to the viewer, 

ranging from 15 seconds to one minute,” 
said Christopher Lewis, marketing and 
sales director for Shores & Islands Ohio.

“The videos help identify the 
destination’s strongest and most 
competitively appealing assets in the 
eyes of its prospective visitors,” Lewis 
said. “We want to build a story from 
these that makes Shores & Islands Ohio 
stand out above other possible locations 
and run this narrative consistently 
through all marketing communications 
and with our community partners.”

Shores & Islands Ohio is always 
working on developing and 

implementing marketing for its sporting 
events and uses an array of tools to 
convey information. 

“Sporting events are listed on 
shoresandislands.com for visitor 
information and how to register for the 
events,” Lewis said. “Our website is a 
great resource to register for an event at 
a venue or with an organizer, but also 
information on where to stay, play, and 
eat while in Shores & Islands Ohio.” 

As with other regions, social media 
plays an important role. 

“For example, the Shores & Islands 
Facebook page as over 260,000 followers 

Video and photos from the Major 
League Fishing tournament in 
Sandusky are used for the Shores  
& Islands Ohio social media pages.

For its social media, 
Lake George Regional 
CVB likes to use up 
close images involving 
athletes in scenic sites 
like this snowboarder 
on Gore Mountain.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f S

ho
re

s 
&

 Is
la

nd
s 

O
hi

o
Co

ur
te

sy
 o

f S
ho

re
s 

&
 Is

la
nd

s 
O

hi
o

tGAME Plan



32 www.SportsEventsMediaGroup.comApril 2022

and we will use the platform to promote 
events with our partners,” Lewis said. 
“We serve as a marketing arm for our 
partners and communities.”

Sports organizers can also take 
advantage of the Shores & Islands  
Ohio’s conference and event grant when 
hosting competitions. 

“It was created to increase new 
conference and sports bookings 
within the Shores & Islands Ohio 
destination,” Lewis said. “The intent is 
to assist businesses and organizations 
in attracting quality conferences and 
sporting events that generate overnight 
stays, create media exposure, increase 
area economic impact, and/or generate 
awareness that Shores & Islands Ohio is 
a year-round destination.”

A love of sports brings communities 
across the region together to showcase 
all there is to do in the Shores & Islands 
region, Lewis said.

“Whether it is the Cedar Point Sports 
Center hosting a winter volleyball 
tournament, a summer baseball tournament 
at Sports Force Parks, or a spring 
fishing tournament in one of our coastal 
communities, the goal is guests discover 
something new with each adventure,” Lewis 
said. “We want to market ourselves as a way 
to reconnect with friends and family.” 

“Focusing on the family-friendly vibe 
and beauty of the Lake George region 
in upstate New York is a hallmark in its 
marketing efforts,” said Megan Seeley, 
marketing coordinator for Lake George 
Regional Convention & Visitors Bureau.

After all, the region is a natural 
playground and gateway to a six-million-
acre park of wilderness and adventure, 
boasting two ski mountains, a 32-mile-
long pristine lake, and over 2000 miles of 
groomed hiking, skiing, and mountain-
biking trails. 

In addition to natural venues, 
its indoor facilities are sprinkled 
throughout the area for weatherproof 
sports events; from ice rinks and arenas 
to sports domes, bowling centers, and 
courts, Lake George Regional CVB 
features those assets in its marketing. 

“Most of the content we share highlights 
the many attractions and recreational 
activities visitors can engage in with family, 
teammates, and coaches,” Seeley said. 
“The Lake George area is a year-round 
destination with nonstop events and 
things to do for people of all ages.” 

The CVB’s team communicates 
those attributes with its four-season 
guidebook, website, and social media 
posts. As previously mentioned, 
finding the perfect photo for marketing 
collateral is key. 

“The images that make the most impact 
is those that are up close, interactive, 
and involve athletes engaging in their 
physical environment,” Seeley said. “Many 
of our sports facilities are immersed in 
the natural landscape and beauty of the 
Adirondacks, so those images that bring 
together the athlete and the natural 
wonders of the region are shared and 
loved by our audience.” n

The Savannah Hockey 
Classic brings together 
four collegiate hockey 
teams each year for  
an event hosted by the 
Savannah Sports Council.  

The lineup of races in the Lake George 
region of upstate New York includes 
the Lake George Triathlon. The Lake 
George CVB uses photos of athletes 
engaged in the natural environment 
in its social media posts.
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The marketing team at Valley 
Forge Tourism & Convention 
Board in Pennsylvania helps 

promote sports events, including 
climbing competitions. 
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ROOM TO

TRIUMPH
Make your next competition a championship event at our new, established and 
natural venues. Boasting more than 300 days of sunshine each year and one-of-
a-kind venues, there are numerous reasons to choose Colorado Springs to host 
your indoor or outdoor sporting event or meeting. Home to more than 60 sports 
organizations, including 23 National Governing Bodies of Sport, Colorado Springs’ 
history is steeped in sportsmanship and the spirit of competition. We’ve got the 
ultimate playbook for planning your event with an array of flexible venues and 
activities providing plenty to do before and after the whistle blows..

Learn more at VisitCOS.com/sports

CHERYL MCCULLOUGH, STS
Senior Director of Sports & Events
Cheryl@VisitCOS.com | 719.685.7642
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help us stand out. Turf Wars is an event 
that not only draws in huge crowds, but 
also attracts sponsors on all levels.” n

T urf Wars began in 2019 after  
two years of hosting smaller 
kickball tournaments on a local 

level. League owner Arion Herbert says 
founders, “saw an opportunity to recreate 
the adult kickball experience by offering 
an environment that allowed players to 
compete for bigger cash prizes, while 
competing on a non-traditional playing 
surface. They immediately began 
connecting with local businesses in the 
community to strengthen the influence, 
and as a result created one of the most 
popular adult kickball tournaments in  
the country.”

Turf Wars currently has over 15 
million TikTok views and counting. The 
unique style of kickball has generated 
media exposure and press releases 
from the likes of Sports Destination 
Management, TVU Networks, Boost 
Oxygen, and Rocky Top Sports World. 

What is Turf Wars? 
Turf Wars is a weekend long adult 
kickball tournament that’s played on 
artificial turf soccer fields. 

Each soccer field is divided into three 
baseball diamond shapes so that multiple 
games can be facilitated on each field. 
The event is split into two days of 
competition with Saturday being the 
co-ed competitions and Sunday featuring 
both women’s and men’s competition. 

Two divisions of kickball are offered with 
social being the baseline level and pro being 
the top level. The pro level of competition 
pays a cash prize to the winning team and 
is composed of experienced teams that play 
at an extremely advanced level. The social 
division does not pay a cash prize and is 
composed of teams and players that are 
inexperienced but have a desire to play 
the game they once loved as a child. The 
events run from 9 am to 5 pm each day 
with each team playing a series of games 
throughout the day. 

The staff at Turf Wars believe the 
overall quality of their product is what 

separates them from competition. In 
addition, Turf Wars has been fortunate 
to align their brand with many major 
partners, resulting in offering an 
experience players and spectators value. 

On average, Turf Wars host 40-50 
teams collectively over the weekend, 
which is roughly around 600-800 total 
athletes. The sport is offered in various 
destinations throughout the Southeast, 
such as North Carolina, Georgia, 
Virginia, Tennessee, and Fla. Their main 
goal is to begin expanding to destinations 
beyond the Southeast. 

Herbert believes “the talent level of 
the teams and audience we attract really 

t VENDOR Spotlight

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
April 2-3: Panama City Beach, Fla. 

May 21-22: Richmond, Va. 

June 4-5: Charlotte, N.C. 

August 6-7: Savannah, Ga. 

September 25-26: Gatlinburg, Tenn. 

34 www.SportsEventsMediaGroup.comApril 2022

BY SUMMER ABSTON

Turf WarsTurf Wars
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RACE DAY

5,000+ ATHLETES

8 ANNUAL EVENTS

4+ SCENIC ROUTES

DOWNTOWN BATON ROUGE

40+ RESTAURANTS 

6 HOTELS

10 MUSEUMS

With the perfect blend of cultural 
attractions, delicious Southern food and 
a soulful music scene to explore after the 
finish line, your run becomes more than just a race 
in Louisiana’s Capital City. It becomes an experience. 

Plan your stay at visitbatonrouge.com/meetings/sports.
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LAKE TAHOE
Lake Tahoe is North America’s largest alpine lake, and 
the North Lake Tahoe Region features more than 12 
communities that span the north shore. Providing the 
ultimate mountain experience, Lake Tahoe makes for a 
stunning centerpiece to any event.

Hotel rooms: 7000
Hotel tax rate: 13 percent
 Major facilities:
•  North Tahoe Regional Park hosts soccer, football, 

baseball, lacrosse, tennis, pickleball, and disc golf
•  Squaw Valley Park has facilities for soccer, lacrosse, 

and disc golf
•  Northstar California hosts tennis, pickleball, and golf
Contact: North Lake Tahoe, GoTahoeNorth.com.

LAS VEGAS
Las Vegas is a great value proposition with options for 
just about every budget and taste, as well as a variety 
of entertainment, attractions, restaurants, shopping, 
and more.

Hotel rooms: 150,000
Hotel tax rate: Ranges from 10.5 percent to 13.38 percent 
 Major facilities:
•  Darling Tennis Center features 23 courts
•  Heritage Park has 13 multipurpose fields and two 

baseball diamonds
•  Sunset Regional Park includes 11 grass diamonds, two 

multipurpose grass fields, eight outdoor basketball 
courts, seven outdoor volleyball courts, eight outdoor 
tennis courts, and a 24-court pickleball complex

•  Rising Star Sports Ranch has one outdoor grass 
multipurpose field, one outdoor basketball/
volleyball court, and two outdoor pickleball courts

•  Kellogg Zaher Soccer Complex includes 11 
multipurpose fields

 Convention center:  The largest convention facility 
in Las Vegas is the Las Vegas Convention Center. 
The facility boasts 4.6 million square feet of space 
and is within a short distance of many of the city’s 
150,000 hotel rooms.
Contact: Las Vegas CVA, LVCVA.com. n

Nevada boasts millions of acres of wide-
open spaces with plenty of opportunities 
for adventure and recreation. Whether it’s 
that varied natural terrain or state-of-the-art 
complex found all around the state—not 
to mention its attractions for pre- or post-
event fun and entertainment—the Silver 
State is a home run for hosting any sport.  
“Within our millions of acres of public lands 
are 24 state parks, less-crowded national 
monuments, and two national parks,” said 
Tracie Barnthouse of the Nevada Division 
of Tourism. “Visitors to Nevada can explore 
scenic hiking trails, competing in fishing 
tournaments in alpine lakes, bolting in or 
scrambling up picturesque rock formations, 
racing mountain bikes down single track or 
across the vast landscape of the state, and 
diving into some of the cleanest water  
on Earth.” n

Cycling in Reno ►

 

SPOTLIGHT ON: 
NEVADA

NEVADA
Courtesy of VisitRenoTahoe.com

The Neon Museum
The history of Las Vegas lives on 
rather brightly at the Neon Museum. 
Founded in 1996, the Neon Museum 
has an extensive collection of 
iconic Las Vegas signs housed in an 
outdoor exhibit known as the Neon 
Boneyard. n

 
MUST SEE:

Courtesy of The Neon Museum  
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Wide open spaces, beautiful 
terrain, and a host of indoor 
and outdoor facilities welcome 
visitors to Wyoming. Time and 
again the Cowboy State is chosen 
to host sporting events of all 
types and sizes, and thanks to 
the epic outdoor adventure and 
one-of-a-kind attractions, that is 
guaranteed to continue.” n

National High School  
Finals Rodeo ►

 

SPOTLIGHT ON: 
WYOMING

Courtesy of Campbell County 

CAMPBELL COUNTY
In the northern part of the state is Campbell County. 
The area features great venues for sporting events, 
including Cam-Plex Multi Event Center, Energy Capital 
Sports Complex, and Bicentennial Park.

Hotel rooms: 2200
Hotel tax rate: 12 percent
Major facilities:
•  Energy Capital Sports Complex has four baseball/

softball fields and two multipurpose fields for 
soccer and football

•  Cam-Plex Multi Events Center houses 144,000 
square feet of indoor space 

•  Bicentennial Park includes 10 natural turf soccer 
fields, six softball fields, two baseball fields, and 
eight lighted tennis courts

•  Gillette College Pronghorn Center is a 
55,867-square-foot multipurpose arena

•  Gillette College Pronghorn Soccer Field offers  
a turf field

•  Campbell County Recreation Center is a 
189,000-square-foot venue with three basketball 
courts, volleyball courts, and more

Contact: Campbell County CVB, visitgillettewright.com.

CASPER
Centrally located in Wyoming, Casper is within easy 
driving distance to nearby states. The family-friendly 
community also offers plenty to do outside of 
competition.

Hotel rooms: 2400
Hotel tax rate: 12 percent
Major facilities:
•  Ford Wyoming Center is a 28,000-square-foot 

multipurpose facility
 • Casper Mountain Biathlon Club hosts winter 
biathlons, cross-country skiing, running, and 
mountain biking
Contact: Casper Sports Alliance, 
www.VisitCasper.com. nPhoto courtesy of Visit Casper

WYOMING

Tate Geological Museum
Casper College is home to Tate Geological 
Museum, which is focused on earth science, 
minerology and paleontology. The museum 
houses more than 6,000 fossil and mineral 
specimens. n

 
MUST SEE:

http://www.VisitCasper.com
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Delaware may be small, but it has a 
big advantage in hosting sporting 
events. It’s just a short drive from 
many population centers, making 
the First State an easy call. “Thanks 
to its location along the I-95 
corridor, Delaware is within reach 
of literally millions of players,” said 
Liz Keller, director of Delaware 
Tourism. “It also has a great lineup 
of family-friendly attractions near 
the facilities, ranging from the 
beaches of Southern Delaware, the 
Wilmington Riverfront, and tax-free 
shopping at both the Christiana 
Mall and Tanger Outlets.”  n

Cycling Race in  
Southern Delaware ►

 

SPOTLIGHT ON: 
DELAWARE

DELAWARE
Courtesy of Southern Delaware Tourism 

Dogfish Head Brewery
Southern Delaware is home to the 
renowned Dogfish Head Brewery. The 
facility offers tours and houses a popular 
tasting room. n

 
MUST SEE:

Courtesy of Southern Delaware Tourism 

KENT COUNTY
Kent County is easily accessible from most Mid-
Atlantic cities and is home to endless opportunities for 
sporting events. The area can easily host sports such as 
lacrosse, soccer, NASCAR, field hockey, and more.

Hotel rooms: 2424
Major facilities: 
•  DE Turf Sports Complex offers 12 synthetic fields 

and is known to be the largest all-synthetic turf 
complex in the Mid-Atlantic

•  Dover International Speedway has a capacity of 
85,000

•  Delaware State Fairgrounds offers indoor and 
outdoor arenas

•  Convention center: Dover Downs Hotel & Casino 
offers an 18,000-square-foot column-free 
ballroom with 22-foot ceilings.

Contact: Kent County Tourism Corp.,
VisitDelawareVillages.com.

SOUTHERN DELAWARE
Southern Delaware boasts five-star beaches great for 
surfing and other watersports. The area’s coastal plain also 
offers flat terrain ideal for running and cycling as well.

Hotel rooms: 4850
Hotel tax rate: 11 percent
Major facilities:
•  Sports at the Beach feature 16 baseball fields
•  Sandhill Fields hosts cross country, field hockey, 

lacrosse, soccer, pickleball, and more
•  River Soccer Club Complex includes seven fields

Contact: Southern Delaware Tourism,
visitsoutherndelaware.com.

WILMINGTON
Wilmington is situated in northern Delaware, 
within two hours of four major cities: New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, D.C. The 
area offers some amazing sports facilities, including 
Chase Fieldhouse and Kirkwood Soccer Complex.

Hotel rooms: 6500
Hotel tax rate: 11 percent
Major facilities:
•  Chase Fieldhouse offers 161,000 square feet of 

space and houses three full-size NBA basketball 
courts and an indoor turf field, as well as three 
outdoor turf fields

•  Kirkwood Soccer Complex consists of 14 outdoor 
fields and an indoor turf field

•  Patriot Ice Center has dual rinks
•  Midway Complex includes five baseball fields
 Convention center: Chase Center on the Riverfront 
has a 20,000-square-foot exhibit hall that’s well 
suited for sports such as cheer and dance.
Contact: Greater Wilmington CVB,
VisitWilmingtonDE.com. n
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ALLEGHANY HIGHLANDS
The Alleghany Highlands is a wonderful sporting event 
destination for its immaculate facilities, rugged terrain 
for extreme sports, and natural assets for outdoor 
sporting events. The area offers beautiful mountain 
views, endless outdoor recreation, and two walkable 
downtowns with locally owned shops and restaurants.

Hotel rooms: 356
Major facilities: 
•  The Jackson River Sports Complex is home to five 

multipurpose lighted baseball/softball fields, 10-
plus lighted soccer fields, and lighted tennis courts

•  The Jackson River Scenic Trail is a 14.4-mile trail that 
hosts the Jackson River Scenic Trail Marathon— 
a certified Boston Marathon Qualifying race

•  Lake Moomaw covers 2530 surface acres and 
43 miles of undeveloped shoreline and Douthat 
State Park, one of Virginia’s original six state parks 
boasts some of the best mountain biking & hiking 
trails in the state as well as a 50 acre lake and a 
large number of campsites and cabins

Contact: Alleghany Highlands Chamber of
Commerce & Tourism, visitalleghanyhighlands.com.

ARLINGTON
Arlington is a vibrant, fitness-focused urban 
community with 38 hotels and excellent public 
transportation in the heart of the D.C. metro area.

Hotel rooms: 9556
Hotel tax rate: 14.25 percent
Major facilities:
•  Long Bridge Aquatics & Fitness Center houses a 

50-meter competition pool
•  Long Bridge Park features three multi-sport fields 

MedStar Capitals Iceplex features two indoor 
NHL-size rinks

Contact: Arlington Convention & Visitors Service,
stayarlington.com.

CHARLOTTESVILLE
Charlottesville is rich in history and boasts beautiful 
surroundings with the Blue Ridge Mountains. It also 
features a central location in Virginia, just about three 
hours from the beach and two hours southwest of 
Washington, D.C.

Hotel rooms: 3981
Hotel tax room: 13.3 percent

Virginia is known for its Southern 
hospitality, but that’s not all you’ll find 
here. There is a plethora of attractions 
for attendees to engage in outside of 
the sporting event, making it the Old 
Dominion State a great spot for any 
sport. “With world class venues opening 
all around the state, Virginia has shown 
that it is committed to sports tourism,” 
said Danish Saadat, national sales and 
marketing manager for Sports Virginia. 
“The Commonwealth is located in 
the Mid-Atlantic region and is easily 
accessible to event attendees and 
offers a wide variety of award-winning 
restaurants, craft breweries and wineries, 
and family-friendly attractions.” n

Berglund Center Basketball ►
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The Roanoke Star
The Roanoke Star is an iconic symbol of 
Virginia’s Blue Ridge. Sitting atop Mill 
Mountain overlooking the valley and Blue 
Ridge Mountains, the Roanoke Star is 
illuminated every night. n
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Major facility: 
Boyd Tinsley Courts at the Boar’s Head Sports Club
offers six courts and seating for 450
Contact: Charlottesville Albemarle County CVB,
visitcharlottesville.org.

CHESAPEAKE
Chesapeake is situated in the heart of Coastal 
Virginia on the Intracoastal Waterway. The state’s 
second largest city, Chesapeake offers lots of outdoor 
adventure with 22 miles of fresh and salt waterways.

Hotel rooms: 4000
Hotel tax rate: 15 percent plus $1 per room, per night
Major facilities: 
•  Western Branch Park offers five multipurpose 

lighted fields for softball, football, rugby, lacrosse, 
field hockey, and soccer, as well as six lighted tennis 
courts and pickleball courts

•  Chilled Ponds Ice Sports Complex is a 
90,000-square-foot dual rink complex

•  Deep Creek Park has four lighted multipurpose 
fields for soccer, football, rugby, lacrosse, field 
hockey, and four lighted baseball/softball fields

•  Centerville Park features 11 multipurpose fields
Contact: Visit Chesapeake, visitchesapeake.com.

FAIRFAX COUNTY
Fairfax County offers world-class tourism infrastructure 
with a close proximity to the nation’s capital.

Hotel rooms: 19,000
Hotel tax rate: 13 percent
Major facilities:
•  The St. James is a 450,000-square-foot indoor sports 

plex with a full-size turf field, four NBA-size courts, 
two NHL-size ice sheets, and a 50-meter Olympic pool

•  George Mason University EagleBank Arena is a 
10,000-seat multipurpose venue

Contact: Visit Fairfax, FXVA.com/sports.

FREDERICKSBURG
The Fredericksburg region includes Fredericksburg, 
Stafford, and Spotsylvania counties. The area is just one 
hour south of Washington, D.C. and one hour north of 
Richmond, Va. 

Hotel rooms: 1042
Hotel tax rate: 11.3 percent

Major facility:
•  Fredericksburg Nationals Stadium is a  

5000-seat ballpark
•  Convention center: Fredericksburg Expo and 

Conference Center is a 110,000-square-foot venue 
with 80,000 square feet of exhibition space. 
The venue has hosted fencing, cheerleading, 
gymnastics, and dance.

Contact: Visit Fredericksburg, VisitFred.com.

HALIFAX COUNTY
Halifax County is in southern Virginia, just north of the 
North Carolina border. The area offers a great mix of 
entertainment and venue options.

Hotels: Approximately 12 properties
Major facilities: 
•  Halifax County Fairgrounds offers a grandstand, 

exhibit hall and livestock barn
•  Local schools offer facilities for football, volleyball, 

cheerleading, basketball, baseball, softball, soccer, 
and track

Contact: Halifax County Tourism, 
gohalifaxva.com.
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HAMPTON
Hampton is located in the heart of Coastal Virginia 
between Williamsburg and Virginia Beach and with 
a short driving distance to hundreds of world-class 
attractions.

Hotel rooms: 2300
Major facilities: 
•  Boo Williams Sportsplex features eight 

basketball courts, 12 volleyball courts, eight 
indoor hockey fields, and 200 meter six-lane 
indoor track

•  Hampton Coliseum houses a 26,263-square-foot 
multipurpose arena

Convention center: Hampton Roads Convention
Center hosts a variety of sports, 
including volleyball,
basketball, gymnastics, cheer, dance, martial arts,
and more in its 35 flexible event spaces.
Contact: Hampton Roads Sports Commission,
hamptonroadssports.org.

HENRICO COUNTY
Henrico County provides top-notch facilities, making it 
always ready to host a wide range events.

Hotel rooms: 8609
Hotel tax rate: 13.3 percent
Major facilities:
•  Dorey Park has 15 natural Bermuda grass 

fields Glover Park includes four synthetic turf 
multipurpose fields

•  RF&P Park has seven natural Bermuda grass 
baseball/softball fields

•  Pouncey Tract Pickleball features 12 courts
Contact: Visit Henrico County, visithenrico.com.

JAMES CITY COUNTY
James City County is a unique destination in the 
historic Greater Williamsburg area. With unique 
attractions, it makes a great sporting event destination 
that can also become a family vacation.

Hotel rooms: 2262
Major facilities: 
•  Warhill Sports Complex houses one major baseball 

field, three youth baseball fields, four T-ball 
fields, four full-size grass soccer fields, six full-size 
synthetic turf multi-use fields, and three lighted 
outdoor basketball courts

•  Sanford B. Wanner Stadium houses a synthetic turf 
field with permanent lines for football, soccer, and 
field hockey

•  James City County Recreation Center offers two 
softball fields and two natural grass soccer fields

Contact: James City County Office of Economic
Development, jamescitycountyva.gov.

LOUDOUN COUNTY
Loudoun County’s proximity to Washington, D.C., major 
airports, and interstates make it an easy choice as a 
top sports destination in northern Virginia. The area is 
home to many championship level venues.

Hotel rooms: 5800
Hotel tax rate: 15 percent
Major facilities:
•  ION International Training Center is a 

90,000-square-foot facility with two NHL-size 
sheets of ice

•  Segra Field is a 5000-seat soccer stadium 
•  Virginia Revolution Sportsplex is a 37-acre 

complex with four FIFA-recognized turf fields
•  Philip Bolen Park includes nine diamonds for 

baseball and softball and eight multi-sport fields 
for soccer, lacrosse, field hockey, and football

•  Loudoun Sports Park includes two turf fields
•  Ashburn Ice House houses two NHL-size ice rinks
Contact: Loudoun Sports Tourism,
LoudounSportsTourism.com.

LYNCHBURG
Lynchburg makes a beautiful backdrop for sporting 
events as it sits at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
and alongside the James River. The city is home to five 
colleges and universities including Liberty University, 
which has a wide range of top-rated athletic facilities. 

Hotel rooms: 2300
Major facilities: 
•  City of Lynchburg Stadium has a capacity of 9000
•  Bank of the James Baseball Field is a 4000-seat 

facility
•  Vines Center at Liberty University is a multipurpose 

venue
•  Liberty University Baseball Stadium is a 2500-seat 

ballpark
Contact: City of Lynchburg, LynchburgVirginia.org.

MARTINSVILLE
Martinsville is located in Henry County in southern 
Virginia. The scenic location offers a wide variety of 
sporting venues like the Smith River Sports Complex.

Hotel rooms: 292
Major facilities: 
•  Smith River Sports Complex has six fields
•  Hooker Field is a 3200-seat ballpark
Contact: Visit Martinsville, visitmartinsville.com.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Montgomery County is located in southwest Virginia 
and is part of the greater New River Valley region. 
The county is home to Christianburg, Blacksburg, and 
boasts a beautiful mountain appeal.

Hotel rooms: 2600
Hotel tax rate: Ranges from 8.3 percent to 
14.3 percent, depending on location
Major facilities: 
•  Harkrader Sports Complex has three lighted 

baseball fields and two tennis courts
•  Christianburg Aquatic Center offers an Olympic-

size competition pool and 10-meter diving tower
Contact: Montgomery County Tourism,
gotomontva.com.

NEWPORT NEWS
Newport News offers not only quality sports 
venues and the ability to handle large events, but 
is a destination full of parks, museums, and other 
unique attractions for visitors to experience while 
participating in sports-related activities.

Hotel rooms: 3800
Hotel tax rate: 14 percent plus $1 per room, per night
Major facilities:
•  An Achievable Dream Tennis Center consists of four 

indoor courts or three indoor basketball courts
•  Brittingham-Midtown Community Center houses a 

50-meter competition pool
•  Denbigh Community Center is a 50,000-square-

foot facility with two gyms
•  Huntington Park Tennis Center features 20 lighted 

hard courts
•  Riverview Gymnastics Center includes a 

9200-square-foot gymnastics area
•  Stoney Run Athletic Complex offers five lighted 

softball fields that can also be used for baseball, 
youth soccer, and field hockey

Contact: Newport News Tourism Development
Office, newport-news.org.

NORFOLK
Norfolk is easily accessible, located in the middle of the 
East Coast, just a day’s drive from two-thirds of the U.S. 
population. Its 144 miles of shoreline and abundant 
water-focused amenities make it the perfect place to 
enjoy beautiful views and kick back and relax between 
games, matches, or competitions.

Hotel rooms: 4924
Hotel tax rate: 15 percent plus $3 per room, per night
Major facilities:
•  Scope Arena is a multipurpose complex that seats 

11,000
•  Harbor Park Stadium seats nearly 12,000 between 

two levels
•  Norfolk State University hosts basketball, football, 

volleyball, wrestling, baseball, softball, tennis, 
track, and more

• Old Dominion State University accommodates

http://www.jamescitycountyva.gov
http://www.gotomontva.com
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baseball, football, tennis, golf, wrestling, volleyball,
field hockey, lacrosse, rowing, sailing, soccer,
swimming, and more
Convention center: Norfolk Waterside Marriott
offers 68,000 square feet of event space and has
hosted sports such as cheer and dance and cornhole.
Contact: Visit Norfolk, visitnorfolk.com.

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY
Prince William County is located 30 miles from 
Washington, D.C. with an unrivaled seasonal climate. 
An easy drive from other Mid-Atlantic destinations 
via the I-95 and I-66 corridor, Prince William is also 
globally accessible via three major airports all within 
45 minutes and is reachable by railway.

Hotel rooms: 4758
Hotel tax rate: 13 percent
Major facilities:
•  Ali Krieger Sports Complex features two artificial turf 
•  fields and two grass fields for soccer, field hockey, 

and lacrosse
•  James S. Long Regional Park includes seven  

soccer fields
•  NOVA BMX Track hosts BMX races
•  Prince William Ice Center houses two ice rinks
•  Veterans Memorial Park accommodates pickleball, 

soccer, lacrosse, baseball, field hockey, and skate 
boarding

•  Freedom Aquatic and Fitness Center has a 
50-meter Olympic-size pool

Contact: Prince William County Office of Tourism,
VisitPWC.com.

RICHMOND
Richmond has plenty to offer, including the Richmond 
International Airport, hiking and biking trails, and 
rapids on the James River.

Hotel rooms: 18,000
Hotel tax rate: 13.3 percent
Major facilities:
•  River City Sportsplex is a 115-acre athletic complex 

with 12 all-weather turf fields
•  SwimRVA houses a 50-meter, eight-lane 

competition pool
•  Dorey Park features seven multipurpose soccer/

football fields, four tournament fields, two youth 
fields, one dedicated youth baseball field, three 
tennis courts, and more

•  Virginia State University Multi-Purpose Center is a 
167,000-square-foot facility that hosts basketball 
and volleyball

•  RF&P Park contains three youth softball fields, 
one 13 and up baseball field, three 12 and under 
baseball fields, and two football/soccer fields

•  Glover Park has four synthetic turf fields and eight 
sand volleyball courts

•  Pole Green Park includes 8k and 5k cross country 
courses

Convention center: The Greater Richmond
Convention Center features 178,000 square feet
of contiguous space and is a host of volleyball, field
hockey, fencing, cheer, dance, and more.
Contact: Richmond Region Tourism,
visitrichmondva.com.

SALEM
Salem is located near Roanoke in the western part of 
the state. The city hosts all sorts of sports, including 
basketball, softball, lacrosse, and wrestling.

Hotel rooms: 4500
Hotel tax rate: 12.3 percent
Major facilities:
•  Salem Stadium is an 8000-seat football stadium
•  Salem Memorial Ballpark is a 6300-seat ballpark
•  Moyer Complex has four fields for baseball and 

softball
•  Cregger Center at Roanoke College has an 1800-

seat arena
Contact: City of Salem, visitsalemva.com.

STAFFORD COUNTY
Stafford County is becoming a go-to place for sports 
tournament rightsholders looking for a location that 
has ample facilities for events, hotels, and other 
infrastructure to support players on and off the field.

Hotel rooms: 5400
Hotel tax rate: 10.3 percent
Major facilities:
•  Embrey Mill Park is a multisport complex that 

boasts eight rectangular fields and a practice field 
for soccer, lacrosse, football, and field hockey

•  Jeff Rouse Swim and Sports Center houses a 
50-meter by 25-yard competition pool

•  Chichester Park offers five lighted baseball and 
softball fields

Contact: Stafford County Tourism, 
TourStaffordVA.com/Sports.

VIRGINIA BEACH
Virginia Beach is an oceanfront destination offering 
families plenty to enjoy before or after an event.

Hotel rooms: 12,402
Hotel tax rate: 14 percent plus $2 per room, per night
Major facilities: 
•  Virginia Beach Sports Center offers 285,000 square 

feet of space, including 12 basketball courts, 
24 volleyball courts, a 200-meter hydraulically 
banked track, and seating for 5000

•  Princess Anne Athletic Complex includes eight 
lighted softball fields and eight multipurpose 
playing fields for football and soccer

•  Hampton Roads Soccer Complex has two turf fields 
and 22 Bermuda grass fields

Convention center: The Virginia Beach Convention
Center has 150,000 square feet of column-free space
and hosts sports like gymnastics and cheer and dance.
Contact: Virginia Beach CVB, 
VisitVirginiaBeach.com/sports.

VIRGINIA’S BLUE RIDGE
Virginia’s Blue Ridge features award-winning sports 
facilities, a convenient location in the Mid-Atlantic, 
and exceptional service. The setting and climate also 
mean great weather throughout the year for all kinds 
of outdoor sports. 

Hotel rooms: 5000
Hotel tax rate: Ranges from 12 percent to 
13 percent depending on county
Major facilities:
•  Roanoke College Cregger Center is a 155,000- 

square-foot athletic center with a 2000-seat arena 
and fieldhouse with an eight lane, 200-meter track

•  Donald J. Kerr Stadium seats 1400
•  James I. Moyer Sports Complex boasts four fields 

for baseball and softball
•  Botetourt Sports Complex features a cross country 

course, soccer fields, and four fields for baseball 
and softball

•  River’s Edge Sports Complex has one baseball 
field, two softball fields, 16 tennis courts, and nine 
fields for soccer, field hockey, and lacrosse 

Contact: Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge, visitvbr.com.

WILLIAMSBURG
Conveniently located within a two-and-a-half-hour 
drive from Washington, D.C., Williamsburg is home to 
numerous fields and sports facilities for both indoor and 
outdoor competition. The area offers quality sporting 
facilities for athletes of all ages and skill levels.

Hotel rooms: 7361
Hotel tax rate: 12 percent plus $2 per room, per night
Major facilities:
•  The 27-acre Kiwanis Park has three softball fields, 

a basketball court, and six tennis courts
•  Warhill Sports Complex includes three lighted 

youth baseball fields, one lighted majors’ baseball 
field, four T-ball fields, and four soccer fields

•  McReynolds Athletic Complex is a 70-acre park 
with 13 lighted athletic fields Quarterpath Park 
has four lighted softball fields, three tennis courts, 
and two sand volleyball courts

Contact: Visit Williamsburg, VisitWilliamsburg.com.
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Whatever sport you’re interested in, you 
can find it in Ohio. The Buckeye State 
offers a diverse range of facilities for 
any sport, drawing event after event 
year after year. “Not only do we offer 
numerous locations all throughout the 
state for high school tournaments and 
exciting collegiate and professional 
sporting events, but Ohio also provides 
exciting places to eat, play and stay for 
those who want to cheer on their favorite 
team and make memories that last,” said 
Matt MacLaren, Director of Ohio. Find It 
Here (the state’s tourism department). 
“We demonstrated that with the major 
sporting events hosted in the past two 
years, from the 2021 NFL Draft to the 
2022 NBA All-Star Game, which according 
to the NBA sold more tickets for All-Star 
events than in the previous five years.” n

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad 
in Akron ►

 

SPOTLIGHT ON: 
OHIO

OHIO
Courtesy of Akron/Summit CVB

AKRON
Akron is full of family-friendly, one-of-a-kind 
attractions for pre- or post-event entertainment.  
There are also plenty of indoor and outdoor venues  
for most sports.

Hotel rooms: 5000
Hotel tax rate: 15.25 percent
Major facilities:
• Firestone Stadium has two fields
•  InfoCision Stadium at the University of Akron is a 

30,000-seat facility
• NC Soccer Club has four indoor and five outdoor fields
• Canal Park Stadium seats 7500
 Convention center: John S. Knight Center plays 
hosts to a variety of sports, including cheerleading, 
roller derby, martial arts, dance, and gymnastics.
Contact: Akron/Summit CVB, visitakron-summit.org.

BOWLING GREEN
Bowling Green is in northern Ohio. The city is home to 
multiple easy-to-access sports venues.

Hotel rooms: 425
 Major facilities: 
•  Carter Park features nine baseball diamonds

•  Perry Field House has four basketball/volleyball/
tennis courts and a 200-meter eight-lane track

•  Student Recreation Center houses two indoor 
pools and four basketball/sport courts

•  Slater Family Ice Arena includes two rinks
•  Stroh Center is a 4000-seat multipurpose venue
•  Doyt Perry Stadium is a 24,000-seat venue for 

football or soccer
Contact: Bowling Green CVB, visitbgohio.org.

BUTLER COUNTY
Butler County is a dynamic home for competition and 
features a diverse portfolio of events from both the 
traditional and non-traditional sports.

Hotel rooms: 4000
Hotel tax rate: 12.5 percent
Major facilities:
•  Voice of America Athletic Complex houses 23 grass 

turf multipurpose fields and two synthetic turf 
multipurpose fields

•  Spooky Nook Champion Mill features 14 hardwood 
courts, 14 sport court floors, one indoor full-size 
turf multipurpose field, one outdoor full-size turf 
multipurpose field, and 200-meter track

Dublin Art in Public Places
Southern Delaware is home to the 
renowned Dogfish Head Brewery. The 
facility offers tours and houses a popular 
tasting room. 

The Golden Lamb
Warren County is home to The Golden 
Lamb, Ohio’s oldest hotel, oldest 
restaurant, and oldest continually 
operating business. Established in 1803, 
the Golden Lamb has hosted 12 U.S. 
presidents, Charles Dickens and more 
historic icons. n

 
MUST SEE:
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 Convention center: Scheduled to open this year is 
the Spooky Nook Champion Mill Conference Center, 
which is a hotel and convention center adjoining the 
brand-new indoor sports facility and will offer more 
than 1.2 million square feet of space under one roof.
Contact: Travel Butler County, TravelButlerCounty.com.

CANTON
Canton is an easy destination to travel to with major 
interstates and the Akron Canton Airport just minutes 
from its hotel and entertainment district. The Center 
for Performance is set to open in Canton in July and will 
feature indoor turf, hard courts, and more flexible flooring. 

Hotel rooms: 3114
Hotel tax rate: 15.5 percent
Major facilities:
•  Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium is a 20,000-seat 

professional stadium
•  Hall of Fame Village Sports Complex has seven turf 

fields and one grass field
•  C.T. Branin Natatorium houses an indoor 

competition pool
•  Canton Memorial Civic Center seats 5200

•  Willig Field Softball Complex features four diamonds
•  Diamond Sports Complex offers up to 16 grass fields
Contact: Visit Canton, visitcanton.com.

CINCINNATI 
Cincinnati is known for being a sports town. With 
several multipurpose venues and facilities, accessibility, 
and affordability, plus the community’s contagious 
energy, Cincinnati has a competitive edge as a sports 
events destination.

Hotel rooms: 29,773
Major facilities: 
•  The University of Cincinnati’s Fifth Third Bank Arena 

is a multipurpose venue with a capacity of 12,000
•  Xavier University’s Cintas Center is a 

multipurpose venue
•  US Bank Arena is a multipurpose venue with  

a capacity of 15,500
•  Kids First has six full-size courts for basketball  

and volleyball
•  Sports Plus features six volleyball courts and an ice rink
•  Nipper Stadium has seating for 40,000 and can 

house football, soccer, rugby, and lacrosse

 Convention centers: Duke Energy Convention Center 
has 750,000 square feet of space and can accommodate 
28 basketball/volleyball courts. The Sharonville 
Convention Center can hold up to four courts.
Contact: Cincinnati USA CVB, CincyUSA.com.

CLERMONT COUNTY
Clermont County offers a wide variety of sports 
facilities for youth and amateur sports in a  
unique destination. 

Hotel rooms: 1250
Major facilities: 
•  Elite Athletics Sports Complex houses six 

basketball/volleyball courts
•  Nothin’ But Net Sports Complex includes five 

basketball/volleyball courts
•  Tealtown Ballpark has 17 baseball/softball fields
•  Olympic Fields boasts 13 multipurpose grass fields
•  East Fork State Park houses a 2000-meter  

rowing course
•  Flash Baseball Complex offers 10 baseball fields
Contact: Clermont County CVB, 
discoverclermont.com.

With 2,000 meters of open water that’s home to world-class 
regattas, you could say our winning spirit is in the water. But 
it’s also on land, turf, sand and horseback.

BY THE NUMBERS…
•	 30	outdoor/	10	indoor	soccer	and	lacrosse	fields

•	 25	baseball	and	softball	fields

•	 20 indoor basketball courts

•	 8 golf courses

•	 15 volleyball courts

•	 Hundred of miles of trails for endurance horseback rides, 
trail races, cross country and mountain bike events.

•	 2,160 acre Harsha Lake for rowing, canoe and kayak races.

BRING YOU’RE A-GAME TO CLERMONT COUNTY!

FIND YOUR FIERCE
ON CINCINNATI’S COMPETITIVE EDGE. 

OHIO

KENTUCKY

CINCINNATI

CHELSEA VOLLMAN 
SALES DIRECTOR, 
SPORTS AND EVENTS

E: cvollman@discoverclermont.com
P: 513-732-3600
DISCOVERCLERMONT.COM
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It all starts with the best venues. Conveniently located between Cincinnati and Dayton,
Butler County, Ohio is your championship headquarters. Play at the largest indoor sports

complex in the U.S., Spooky Nook Champion Mill, the 25-field Voice of America Athletic
Complex, or compete at Division 1 sports stadiums. Your game plan starts right here. 

 

TravelButlerCounty.com/Sports

 LEVEL IN BUTLER COUNTY, OHIO
TAKE YOUR EVENT TO THE NEXT

CLEVELAND
Cleveland boasts three major sports venues within 
walking distance from each other. The convention 
center is also located in the same proximity of these 
venues downtown.

Hotel rooms: 4694 downtown; 25,000 regionwide
Major facilities: 
•  Progressive Field is a 35,225-seat ballpark
•  Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse includes one main 

court, one field or ice rink, practice court, and 
seating for 19,432

•  First Energy Stadium is a 67,432-seat football 
stadium

•  Wolstein Center includes one NCAA-regulation 
basketball court

•  Canal Park is a 7630-seat ballpark
 Convention center: Huntington Convention Center 
of Cleveland boasts 410,000 square feet of event 
space. Sports hosted here include volleyball  
and fencing.
Contact: Greater Cleveland Sports Commission,
clevelandsports.org.

CLINTON COUNTY
In southwest Ohio is Clinton County. Situated along 
the Little Miami River, the county is close to Dayton, 
Columbus, and Cincinnati.

Hotel rooms: 597
Major facility:
Wilmington College offers facilities for football,
basketball, volleyball, swimming, softball, baseball,
wrestling, and more
Contact: Clinton County CVB, clintoncountyohio.com.

COLUMBUS
The 14th largest city in the nation, Columbus is home 
to three professional sports teams and a major college.

Hotel rooms: 32,069
Hotel tax rate: 17.5 percent
Major facilities:
•  Nationwide Arena is a 684,000-square-foot 

multipurpose venue with a capacity of 18,500
•  Schottenstein Center is a multipurpose venue 

seating up to 18,000 for hockey
•  Lower.com Field is a soccer venue with a capacity 

of 20,371
•  Huntington Park has a capacity of 10,100
 Convention center: The Greater Columbus 
Convention Center boasts 1.8 million square feet 
including 373,000 square feet of contiguous space 
and 10,000 square feet of outdoor event space.
Contact: Experience Columbus,
experiencecolumbus.com.

DAYTON
Dayton is frequently hosting major sports events, from 
the NCAA First Four Tournament to the U.S. Air Force 
Marathon.

Hotel rooms: 7000
Hotel tax rate: 13.5 percent
Major facilities: 
•  University of Dayton Arena is a 13,407-seat 

multipurpose arena 
•  National Museum of the U.S. Air Force has fields 

for soccer and lacrosse
•  James S. Trent Arena is a 4400-seat multipurpose 

venue
•  Action Sports Center features eight baseball 

diamonds, five soccer fields, one football field, and 
one indoor soccer field

•  DayAir Ballpark is a 7230-seat ballpark
Convention center: Dayton Convention Center sits
in downtown Dayton and offers 150,000 square feet
of space.
Contact: Dayton CVB, DaytonCVB.com.

http://www.DaytonCVB.com


Play & Stay
in America’s Sports & Family Fun Capital®! Shores & Islands Ohio is more than just a 
place, it’s a feeling. Discover something new with each adventure. Whether you’re a first 
timer or a seasoned regular, experiences here stay in your heart for a lifetime. Find your 
Lake Erie Love at Sports.SHORESandISLANDS.com.

Sailing on Sandusky Bay
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DUBLIN
Dublin is located 15 minutes from downtown Columbus 
with easy access to John Glenn International Airport 
and major highways. The city provides a safe suburban 
setting with free parking, more than 125 miles of bike 
paths and 60 parks.

Hotel rooms: 2500
Hotel tax rate: 17.5 percent
Major facilities:
•  Darree Park features 13 soccer fields and seven 

baseball fields
•  Avery Park has 15 soccer fields, five baseball fields, 

and four softball fields
•  Dublin Chiller houses two sheets of ice
•  SportsOhio consists of three indoor soccer fields, 

four indoor lacrosse/field hockey fields, and 15 
outdoor soccer fields

Contact: Dublin CVB, irishisanattitude.com.

GAHANNA
Gahanna is 10 minutes from downtown Columbus 
and within proximity of the John Glenn Columbus 
International Airport. The area offers more than 775 
acres of parkland, outdoor fields, and biking paths.

Hotel rooms: 387
Hotel tax rate: 17.5 percent
Major facilities: 
•  Headley Park houses 12 soccer fields
•  Academy Park features seven baseball diamonds 

and two basketball courts
•  Woodside Green hosts softball and baseball
•  Sunpoint Park offers two basketball courts
•  McCorkle Park includes two football fields and one 

soccer field
Contact: Gahanna CVB, visitgahanna.com.

GREENE COUNTY
Greene County is located in southwest Ohio, just east of 
Dayton. The area’s facilities are second to none, from a 
100-acre soccer complex to a 12,000-seat arena.

Hotel rooms: 2000
Major facilities: 
•  Wright State University’s Ervin J. Nutter Center is a 

12,000-seat multipurpose arena
•  John Ankeney Soccer Complex is a 100-acre soccer 

facility
•  Hobson Freedom Park is a 45-acre soccer complex
•  Athletes in Action Sport Complex has all synthetic 

turf fields
Contact: Greene County CVB, greenecountyohio.org.

GUERNSEY COUNTY
Guernsey County is located in southeast Ohio, nestled 
in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains.

Hotel rooms: 1107
Hotel tax rate: 16.25 percent
Major facilities:
•  McFarland Stadium is a 5000-seat football facility
•  Don Coss is a 1400-seat ballpark
Contact: Cambridge/Guernsey County CVB,
visitguernseycounty.com.

LAKE ERIE
Less than an hour’s drive from both Cleveland and 
Toledo, the Lake Erie area (frequently referred to as 
Shores & Islands Ohio) is easily accessible via the Ohio 
Turnpike and other major state routes.

Hotel rooms: 8000
Hotel tax rate: ranges from 11.5 percent 
to 12.75 percent
Major facilities:
•  Cedar Point Sports Center is an indoor facility that 

hosts basketball, volleyball, and other indoor sports
•  Sports Force Parks features nine multipurpose 

synthetic turf fields
•  Lake Erie provides natural venues for water-based 

sports, including bass and walleye fishing
•  Convention center: Kalahari Resorts & Conventions 

offers 210,000 square feet of function space and 
typically hosts cheer and dance, gymnastics, 
wrestling, karate, and esports.

Contact: Lake Erie Shores & Islands, Sports
SHORESandISLANDS.com.

LICKING COUNTY
Licking County is part of the Columbus metro area in 
the central part of the state. The county offers baseball 
diamonds, soccer fields, lacrosse fields, golf courses, 
and an ice arena.

Hotel rooms: 1100
Major facilities: 
•  Don Edwards Park has four ball fields
•  Newark Area Soccer Association boasts 20 fields 

that can also accommodate lacrosse
•  Lou & Gib Ice Arena offers an ice rink
Contact: Explore Licking County, explorelc.org.

LIMA
Centrally located along I-75 and many major state 
routes and highways is Lima. The city has a variety of 
state-of-the-art facilities and lodging options.

Hotel rooms: 1201
Major facilities: 
•  Lima Senior High Complex has facilities for baseball, 

soccer, basketball, volleyball, and track and field
•  UNOH Complex accommodates baseball, football, 

soccer, basketball, and volleyball
•  Empowered Sports Complex hosts soccer and baseball

 •  Allen County Fairgrounds houses a BMX course
 Convention center: With 14,000 square feet 
of exhibition space, Veterans Memorial Civic & 
Convention Center hosts mat sports, cheer and 
dance, wrestling, boxing, badminton, and more.
Contact: Visit Greater Lima, visitgreaterlima.com.

LORAIN COUNTY
Lorain County is in north-central Ohio on Lake 
Erie. It’s a popular spot for everything from fishing 
tournaments to mountain bike races.

Hotel rooms: 1755
Major facilities: 
•  Lost Nation Sports Park West is a multi-sport 

facility that can host a variety of sports including 
football, soccer, baseball, and softball

•  All Pro Freight Stadium is a lighted, multi-use 
baseball facility

•  Victory Park Ohio is a 67-acre park that features eight 
professional lighted baseball/softball fields, one 
lighted high school baseball field, one lighted Little 
League field, four outdoor sand volleyball courts, and 
nine outdoor international-size soccer fields

•  The 77-acre Oberlin Sports Complex features an 
aquatic center, baseball fields, and football/soccer 
fields

Contact: Visit Lorain County, visitloraincounty.com.

MANSFIELD
Mansfield offers a variety of multipurpose spaces such 
as Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. With a central location 
in Ohio, the city is also easily accessible.

Hotel rooms: 1700
Hotel tax rate: 13 percent
Major facilities:
•  Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course hosts motorsports, 

outdoor extreme events, cycling, running,  
and more

•  Arlin Field at Mansfield Senior High School has a 
12,000-seat football stadium

Contact: Destination Mansfield,
DestinationMansfield.com.

MARION
Less than one hour north of Columbus is Marion. The 
community offers both indoor and outdoor facilities.

Hotels: Approximately seven properties
Major facilities: 
•  River Valley Baseball for Youth Complex has 14 

baseball/softball fields
•  Veterans Coliseum offers 37,688-square feet of 

functional space
Contact: Marion Area CVB, visitmarionohio.com. n

http://www.visitgahanna.com
http://www.greenecountyohio.org
http://www.visitguernseycounty.com
http://www.explorelc.org
http://www.visitloraincounty.com
http://www.visitmarionohio.com


Contact Ron Eifert
reifert@daytoncvb.net

• FREE site visit*
• 60% of U.S. population within a one day drive

• Diverse facilities, proven track record
• Numerous Free CVB Services

 *Certain restrictions may apply

Whatever Your Game...You’re
the Top Dog in DAYTON!

daytoncvb.com    937.226.8284
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To read the whole story, go to www.sportseventsmediagroup.com

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – The 
greater Birmingham area has 
long been keen on hosting 
sporting events.  Youth 

sports drove needed revenue during 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
and continues to be a strong factor in 
Birmingham’s booked events.

Bookings now, though, are of a 
greater magnitude, testing and proving 
the capabilities of this sports loving 
Southern city.  

After much speculation and negotiation, 
it was formally announced in January 
that Birmingham will host 40 United 
States Football League (USFL) regular and 
postseason games this year.  The league’s 
eight teams will play most of the games at 
the city’s new Protective Stadium, with a 
few at Legion Field.  The National Spring 
Football League and the Birmingham-
Jefferson Convention Complex, which 
includes Protective Stadium, reached an 
initial agreement last fall.  The Greater 
Birmingham Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, Birmingham city council, and 
the Jefferson County Commission 
stepped up with commitments to cover 
costs associated with the season. CVB 
officials expect the league will use more 
than 40,000 hotel room nights to house 
players, coaches, and league officials 
between April and July.

Birmingham Adds 2022 World Games to Resume

SportsEvents Highlights Birmingham, Ala. 

Hot on the heels of the USFL season, 
The World Games 2022 comes to 
the greater Birmingham area. Set for 
July 7-17, The World Games is an 
international competitive event for 3600 
of the world’s best athletes. Competitors 
from more than 100 countries will be 
in Birmingham to vie for the gold in 
artistic sports, martial arts, and strength 
sports.  Spectators will see sports they 
may never have experienced and those 
they know and love.

Among the anticipated sports 
competitions will be sumo, archery, 
bodybuilding, gymnastics, climbing 
sports, and many more.  Games officials 
expect around 100,000 spectators 
to attend during the 11 days of 
competition.  More than 600 medals 
will be awarded to athletes, including 
200 gold medals to champions in each 
discipline.  Sporting events will be held 
at venues across the greater Birmingham 
area, including Oak Mountain State 
Park, the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Barber Motorsports Park, 
and Sloss Furnaces National Historic 
Landmark. Grand opening and closing 
ceremonies will take place at Protective 
Stadium in downtown Birmingham.

“This spring and summer, the 
Birmingham area will be a major sports 
destination,” J. John Oros, Jr., president 

and CEO of the Greater Birmingham 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, said.  
“As USFL fans are departing, we’ll be 
welcoming visitors to a new generation 
of global sports at The World Games.”

Adding to Birmingham’s impressive 
sports resume is the annual Honda 
Indy Grand Prix of Alabama. With 
competition at the world-famous Barber 
Motorsports Park, this Indy Series race 
plays out on the 17-turn, 2.38-mile road 
course. This three-day event features the 
same cars and drivers as the Indy 500.  
The park has hosted the race since 2010.

“First time visitors to Barber 
Motorsports Park are amazed by the 
layout of the track and the spectator-
friendly banks of natural seating around 
the park,” Oros said.  “It really must be 
seen to understand the superior quality 
of this renowned facility.”

Birmingham’s sports resume continues 
to grow with the decision by officials 
of the World Police and Fire Games 
to hold the event in Birmingham in 
2025.  This biennial international 
sporting event celebrates the service 
and competitiveness of first responders 
around the world.  More than 10,000 
first responders are expected to compete 
in 55 disciplines including cycling, 
angling, cross fit, ‘Ultimate Firefighter,’ 
and ‘Toughest Competitor Alive.’ 

Though highly competitive, this is 
friendly competition with camaraderie 
among the participants.  The event 
is set for June 27-July 6, 2025.  The 
economic impact is expected to be 
about $75 million with 150,000 athletes, 
supporters, and spectators.  

“With The World Games 2022 and 
the 2025 World Police and Fire Games, 
Birmingham will host two of the top 
international amateur sports events in 
a four-year period, further establishing 
our area as an international sports 
destination,” Oros said. n



Go all in.

MOBILESPORTSAUTHORITY.COM

Let us host your next sporting event 
in Mobile, Alabama. After the big game, 
go aboard the USS Alabama Battleship, 
soak up the sights at Bellingrath Gardens, 
or go hard at the beach. Go all in, 
and let us go all out for you.

• 7,500 HOTEL ROOMS
• FACILITIES FOR EVERY SPORT
• 60 MILES OF BEACHES



It’s Game Time Again!
In Oregon’s Tualatin Valley

Luke Zak  |  Sports Destination Sales Executive
luke@wcva.org  |  971.245.3126

tualatinvalley.org/sports

Ball games to bonspiels
Futsal to fencing 

Championship facilities
Between Portland and the Oregon Coast
We will knock your event out of the park!

Come meet
Luke Zak at
Sports ETA
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